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I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Rom. 12:1-2

VATICAN: The pandemic has 
aggravated existing inequal-
ities between people and na-

tions. They are the result of a “social 
illness”, “of inequitable economic 
growth” for which “a handful” of 
people “own more than the rest of 
humanity”.

This “injustice which cries out to heaven”, 
was at the centre of Pope Francis’ catechesis 
at Wednesday’s general audience — still held 
in the Library — continuing the cycle on the 
theme: Healing the world, this week specifi-
cally “The universal destination of goods and 
the virtue of hope”.

“The pandemic has exposed and aggravated 
social problems, above all that of inequality. 
Some people can work from home while this is 
impossible for many others. Certain children, 
notwithstanding the difficulties involved, can 
continue to receive an academic education, 
while this has been abruptly interrupted for 
many, many others. Some powerful nations 
can issue money to deal with the crisis, while 
this would mean mortgaging the future for oth-
ers. These symptoms of inequality reveal a so-
cial illness; it is a virus that comes from a sick 
economy. It is the fruit of unequal economic 
growth that disregards fundamental human 
values.”

“At the same time, this economic model is 
indifferent to the damage inflicted on our com-
mon home. We are close to exceeding many 
limits of our wonderful planet, with serious 
and irreversible consequences: from the loss 
of biodiversity and climate change to rising 
sea levels and the destruction of the tropical 

forests. Social inequality and environmental 
degradation go together and have the same root 
(see Encyclical, Laudato Si’, 101): the sin of 
wanting to possess and dominate one’s broth-
ers and sisters, nature and even God Himself. 
But this is not the design for creation”. “God 
has called us to dominate the earth in His name 
(see Gen 1:28), tilling it and keeping it like a 
garden, everyone’s garden (see Gen 2:15).)”.

The “subordination of private property to the 

universal destination of goods, […] is a golden 
rule of social conduct and the first principle of 
the whole ethical and social order” (LS, 93). 

Property and money are instruments that can 
serve mission. However, we easily transform 
them into ends, individual or collective. And 
when this happens, essential human values are 
affected”.

“When the obsession to possess and domi-
nate excludes millions of persons from having 

primary goods; when economic and techno-
logical inequality are such that the social fab-
ric is torn; and when dependence on unlimited 
material progress threatens our common home, 
then we cannot stand by and watch. No, this is 
distressing. 

When our gaze is fixed on Jesus (see Heb 
12:2) and with the certainty that His love is 
operative through the community of His dis-
ciples, we must all act together, in the hope 
of generating something different and better. 
Christian hope, rooted in God, is our anchor. It 
moves the will to share, strengthening our mis-
sion as disciples of Christ, Who shared every-
thing with us.” — AsiaNews

Students throughout the world were required to finish up their school year in their homes, making 
it more difficult in marginalized communities and rural areas that have limited broadband internet 
access. (CNS photo/Maria Alejandra Cardona & Jekesai Njikizana, Reuters)

KUALA LUMPUR: This year’s theme Ma-
laysia Prihatin (Malaysia Cares) is a reflection 
of the spirit of patriotism, unity and love for 
the country which has especially been evident 
in the nation’s efforts in fighting COVID-19. 

Archbishop Julian Leow said this in a mes-
sage released for Merdeka Day (Aug 31) and 
Malaysia Day (Sept 16).

“This year will be remembered by many 
as the year where we all had to make radical 
changes. With many of our plans cancelled, 
our schedules cleared, and friends and family 
members distanced from us, we are adapt-
ing to new norms of life. It is natural for us 

to ask, where is God in all this?  
Be assured that God is still with 
us. Though our lives might be in 
many ways stripped of normal-
ity, and so many labouring under 
new hardships brought about by 
this pandemic, God has not aban-
doned us.” 

Archbishop Leow also highlighted the re-
duced income and unemployment that many 
are facing. This has placed pressure on the 
overall wellbeing of Malaysians. 
l Please turn to Pg 3 for the full text of the 
message.

PETALING JAYA: As we cele-
brate our nation’s independence, 
Malaysia Day and the 50th an-
niversary of the Rukun Negara, 
we need to ask ourselves: are we 
making progress in achieving 
the Rukun Negara’s goals?

The Christian Federation of Malaysia 
(CFM) said this in a statement released Aug 
28 for National Day and Malaysia Day.

“With the worldwide onslaught of COV-
ID-19, churches cried out in unity for the 
mercy and grace of Almighty God. We give 
heartfelt thanks that today, the deadly virus 

seems to be contained in Malaysia and green 
shoots can be seen in its economy, which ex-
perienced a double digit contraction in May.

“... 2020 will also be remembered for the 
untimely change of government precipitated 
by the resignation of our former Prime Min-
ister and the switching of allegiances willy-
nilly by elected representatives in apparent 
disregard to the mandate of the constituents 
who voted for them in a democratic electoral 
process.”

l Please turn to Pg 11 for the full text of 
the message.

KUALA LUMPUR: His Eminence, 
Anthony Soter Cardinal Fernandez 
was diagnosed by his doctors with car-
cinoma (cancer) of the tongue last year. 

His Eminence has received treatment 
with immunotherapy and radiotherapy 
and is currently receiving palliative 
care in hospital. His condition is frail 
but stable as stated in a communique 
from the Communications and Media 
Relations Office of the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur released Aug 26. 

While visitation is currently restrict-
ed to family members only, His Emi-
nence is grateful to have received your 
thoughtful messages and prayers.

Messages and well-wishes can be 
sent via the website https://cardinal.
archkl.org and will be conveyed to 
him.

Let us continue to keep His Emi-
nence in prayer.

Pray for 
Cardinal SoterSocial inequality 

is an injustice that 
cries out to heaven

Celebrating 63 years of Merdeka and 57 years of Malaysia



Where would we find him? At the cen-
tre of power – or on the fringes?

How would social media react to 
him? Some might follow him, others would call 
him a charismatic hoax.

Even his miracles  — walking on water, rais-
ing the dead, etc — would be thoroughly ana-
lysed. Would he be dismissed by many as an 
illusionist extraordinaire?

Others would search for his family roots – 
and if his family seemed ordinary, ask how he 
could be the Son of God? “Isn’t he (just) the 
carpenter’s son?”

And what would the present powers that 
be make of him? Global intelligence agencies 
would track his movements, perhaps haul him 
up for interrogation.

Would some call for his head because he 
threatened the existing social order?

Would his constant message of love, com-
passion and peace, especially for the most mar-
ginalised, threaten the existing order?

Would his followers betray him?
One thing is certain: Jesus, like he did in the 

Gospels, would go out in search of those most 
marginalised by society.

He wouldn’t be out living the high life, rub-
bing shoulders with the rich and the famous.

He would be most uncomfortable with a sys-
tem that dispossesses the poor and oppresses 
the most vulnerable. He would rail against 
those who burden the poor, accusing them of 
being hypocrites for upholding the letter of reli-
gious law while neglecting the spirit of it.

God wants justice and mercy, not sacrifice, 
he would remind us.

He would surely condemn an economic sys-
tem that concentrates wealth in the hands of the 
powerful and their cronies while driving others 
into crushing poverty.

In recent years, the financialisation of the 
economy has propelled global financial institu-

tions to the forefront, alongside transnational 
corporations.

This is happening at a time when labour costs 
have remained largely stagnant.

Instead of helping to create value or wealth, 
the financialisation of the economy has ex-
tracted wealth from many ordinary people. It 
extracts wealth from the people by promoting 
debt-driven consumption, ie making it easier 
for people to borrow so that they can consume 
more, even if their wages and salaries are in-
sufficient for that kind of lifestyle. Think of the 
easy cash loans (with high interest rates), credit 
card debt, car loans and housing loans that are 
available to the ordinary person.

Financial institutions also encourage specu-
lation in land by offering financing for develop-
ers to build unaffordable homes, and then pro-
viding long-term housing loans to buyers who 
who will be kept in debt for a generation.

Remember how Jesus railed against the 
money lenders in the Temple? They were the 
“frontliners” of a system that extracted wealth 
from pilgrims, many of them humble farmers, 
some fisherfolk, casual estate workers and the 
“expendables” at the bottom of the social lad-
der – and not just at the Temple, even beyond.

And who benefited from that wealth? The 
religious fat cats, the local aristocratic class and 
their Roman overlords, along with the wealthy 
merchant class. They lived comfortably while 
indulging in mega-projects, building expensive 
infrastructure for the Empire, and accumulating 

land, as peasants fell into debt.
Most ordinary people lived in the country-

side, and there was hardly a middle class to 
speak of. New cities like Sepphoris and Ti-
berias in Galilee, alongside Jerusalem further 
away, were the centres for the collection of  
taxes from the peasants and others living in the 
more rural areas. These places also housed the 
debt archives. One bad harvest and many peas-
ants would be driven to destitution, losing even 
their land.

The Temple in Jerusalem also functioned as 
a major bank or premier financial institution. It 
stored a great deal of money raised from taxes, 
offerings and donations, and its large storeroom 
housed gold, other lavish gifts and private valu-
ables for safe-keeping. Indeed, it was the major 
centre of a local and imperial tax system – a 
provincial tribute centre of a system of domina-
tion.

It stored both Roman and priestly taxes – and 
some of this wealth could be tapped into by the 
wealthy to lend money to the poor who were 
about to lose their land.

In this way, the Temple was effectively drain-
ing wealth away from the rural people. To top it 
all, the high priestly class was seen as extreme-
ly wealthy, corrupt and greedy, indulging in 
nepotism and oppression. In short, they loved 
money and commercial interests more than 
they did the God of justice and compassion.

As in the new Romanised towns in Galiliee, 
the Temple in Jerusalem or a nearby facility, 

also housed the records of debt. No wonder, 
when the First Jewish-Roman War erupted, 
that one of the first things to be burned in the 
ensuing destruction of the Temple were the 
debt records.

The high priest, as the caretaker of the Tem-
ple, also supervised the treasurers and adminis-
trators of this immense wealth flowing through 
its coffers. With hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims converging on the temple during fes-
tivals, imagine the immense wealth being ex-
tracted from them.

All this meant that the Temple was cooperat-
ing with the wealthy class in Jerusalem to ex-
ploit the poor. Not only that, it was extracting 
wealth from people like the poor widow who 
dropped her mite in the treasury, even as the 
property of the widows was being “devoured” 
by the fat cats. In contrast, the widows of the 
high priests were said to receive large pensions.

Worse, from Jesus’ perspective, the Temple 
was supposed to be the house of the Father, 
who is all just, loving and compassionate. That 
may explain why Jesus was incandescent with 
rage when the same Temple was being used to 
extract wealth from pilgrims and vulnerable 
peasants.

That may also explain why Jesus taught his 
followers to pray like this: “Forgive us our debt/
trespasses/sins, as we forgive those who are 
indebted to us/trespass against us/sin against 
us.” Imagine how such debt relief would have 
struck a chord with his peasant listeners in the 
countryside.

All this is just as relevant in our world today, 
as more and more people fall into crushing debt 
at the hands of high financiers, who are rolling 
in profits.

We can imagine the Father being extremely 
concerned about the debt burden on the poor, 
and the profits earned off the backs of those 
who are barely able to make ends meet.

What if  Jesus walked the world today?
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Boy, Peter sure was told off in today’s Gos-
pel. “Get behind me Satan.” It didn’t take 

ole Pete long to fall off the pedestal Jesus had 
put him on. The Gospel passage comes imme-
diately after last Sunday’s Gospel when Jesus 
called Peter “Blessed” for proclaiming that Je-
sus was the Christ. He told him that he was the 
rock upon which Jesus would build His Church.  
He told Peter that his decisions on earth, Peter’s 
decisions on earth, would have power in heaven.  
Then in the passage that follows all this, Jesus 
calls Peter Satan. How did Peter fall so quickly?  
He fell because he was reasoning things out the 
way people of the world would. He was not 
thinking the way God thinks. He lacked wis-
dom. The way of the world would be, “Save 
your life. Don’t let anyone kill you.” The way of 
the Lord would be, “Make the sacrificial love of 
God real. Sacrifice yourself for others.”

It is easy for us to think the way the world 
thinks. Everything around us tells us to take, 
not give, to be concerned about ourselves first 
and others second, or third or fourth. Fit God in 
somewhere, if you want. That is the thought pro-
cess of the world. 

“Times have changed, Father. I’m only doing 
what is perfectly acceptable to our society.” And 
with these words, the elderly lady explained 
away her present living condition. And with the 
same words, the young man justified his wild 
lifestyle, and the abuser justified his actions. And 
on and on and on. Add in whatever immoral be-
haviour you can think of, and someone will say, 
“I’m only doing what is perfectly acceptable to 
society.”

But what society is that? In what society is im-
morality acceptable? It is acceptable by a society 
that finds nothing wrong with hedonism, putting 
one’s pleasure before every other good in life, 
including respect for others, respect for country, 

respect for life. What is the society that so many 
claim for themselves? It is a society that is at best 
amoral, but which is mostly immoral. It is a so-
ciety that is at best pagan, but mostly atheistic. 
When a person hides his or her immoral behav-
iour behind the “acceptable by our society” ar-
gument, that person is invoking the society that 
St Paul calls “this age,” or, according to some 
translations, “the pattern of the world.” This is 
the world that Jesus Christ came to save. It is a 
world of selfishness, a world of pride, a world 
where God is not wanted. It is a world of dark-
ness. It is a world to which we Christians cannot 
belong. 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies 
of God,

to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual wor-

ship.
Do not conform yourselves to this age
but be transformed by the renewal of your 

mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and pleasing and perfect.
That is Romans 12:1-2, today’s second read-

ing.
We were joined to a new world when we 

were baptised. Each of us is a key part of the 
new world, the Kingdom of God. There are hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands of people in each of 
our lives who look to us to illuminate their dark-
ness with the Light of Christ. The problem is that 
we can easily be enticed by all that is around us. 
We can easily reject all that is within us. And so 
we often straddle major issues in life. 

We have one foot that we are convinced 
is safely planted in God’s world, but then we 
stretch out our other foot to another world, the 
world of pagan society. And we get stretched 
out.  And we fall.

Here is what I mean by this.  Even though we 
recognise our dignity as sons and daughters of 
God, we often let ourselves get involved in ac-
tions that are far less than holy. We think that we 
are OK, because we are firmly planted on the 
Lord’s dock, but the forces the other foot has 
stepped into draw us away from the dock, and 
we end up in the drink.

“I didn’t know Christianity would be this diffi-
cult,” the young couple who are doing their best 
to have a wholesome relationship complains. 

“Wait, you mean that commitment to Christ 
demands that I stay sober? Everyone I know 
gets drunk on Friday nights,” the senior in high 
school argues.

“Two can live cheaper than one doesn’t apply 
when both are getting social security, Father. Are 
you telling me that I am not living my Catholic 
faith because we won’t get married?  If that’s so, 
then the faith is demanding too much,” the re-
tiree rationalises.

How did we get into this? Well, Jeremiah re-
ally put it so well, so poetically well in today’s 
first reading: You duped me Lord, and I let my-
self be duped. You tricked me into a life of Love 
that is far more demanding than I ever expected.  
And I love it. 

We do not embrace Christianity for high theo-
logical reasons or in response to arguments. We 
embrace Jesus Christ for one reason only: we 
are wounded by His Love.  That is from an Irish 
saint, St Columban: “Show me my hearts desire, 
O Lord, for I am wounded by your love.”

Men of God, women of God, we have been 
wounded by Love. When we made the con-
scious choice of Jesus Christ, we set out on a 
course of action that does not allow turning 

back. But we don’t care. We are wounded by 
His Love. And we love it. He is within us, burn-
ing for us to proclaim his presence. Even if we 
wanted to ignore Him, we cannot. We are His.

Better is one day in your house, O Lord, bet-
ter is one day in your house, than a thousand 
elsewhere. That is from Psalm 84.  Better is one 
day savouring your presence in my life, than a 
thousand in a luxurious house gained through 
questionable business practices, gained immor-
ally. Better is one day in your house than a thou-
sand in the arms of an immoral love. Better is 
one day in your house, than a thousand as the 
most popular person in school with a talent for 
quietly destroying others. Better is one day in 
your house than a thousand parties where drugs 
and drunks are plentiful.

And yet, still, a little devious voice within us 
that protests, “Does this all need to be so de-
manding? I am doing my part. I can back off 
some.”

To this voice, we shout angrily as Jesus shout-
ed at Peter, “Get behind me, Satan. God’s work 
is all that matters.”

 We are wounded by Love. And we love it. 
You duped us Lord, and we let ourselves be 
duped. We love it. We love you. Nothing else, 
no one else, matters. Not even ourselves.

Better is one day in your courts, than a 
thousand elsewhere. — By Msgr Joseph A                
Pellegrino

22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Jeremiah 20:7-9;

Romans 12:1-2;
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time: Duped by love
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KUALA LUMPUR: The Catholic Re-
search Centre in collaboration with the 
HERALD, The Catholic Weekly is conduct-
ing a Catholic Media Survey with the hope 
of improving the dissemination of informa-
tion and also faith formation. 

We would appreciate if you would take 
part in this brief survey so that we can serve 
you better. 

Your feedback is important to us. This 
survey is anonymous and cannot be traced 
back to you.

 
Please click the link below: 
http://bit.ly/catholicmediasurvey_eng

MJD News Update #5Diocese of Malacca Johore

This week, we will examine something 
all of us look for – happiness. Are you 

happy? What makes you happy? Happiness 
which determines how we think, feel and act, 
has been much sought after. So often, we live 
for an ‘ego-boosting happiness or for a ‘fleet-
ing happiness’ or for an ‘illusory happiness’, 
which eventually is replaced by feelings of 
isolation, loneliness, anxiety and depres-
sion. But the only thing that fills our infinite 
longing for happiness is perfect and everlast-
ing love, goodness, truth, beauty and being 
– GOD. Fr Robert Spitzer SJ outlines four 
levels of happiness, in His book, Healing The 
Culture, which are pleasured-centred, me-
centred, other-centred and God-centred. We 
look for a quick fix or strive to get to the top 
or in one another when we hold each other up 
or realise that only Someone Beyond can fill 
our emptiness with true, real happiness and a 
peace that remains even in the midst of trials 
and sufferings. St Augustine expressed it well 
when he wrote: “Late have I loved thee. My 
heart rest, rest only in you.” What happiness 
are you searching for?
Some announcements and some things for 
us to consider

1. The Penang Seminary, College General 

re-opens on Sept 2. Four young men from 
the Malacca Johore Diocese will be return-
ing. Another three are preparing for their di-
aconate ordinations. The harvest is plentiful 
but the labourers are few. Have you given a 
thought to an alternative lifestyle? Come and 
join the MCS or the school of vocational dis-
cernment next year, February 2021, at MA-
JODI Centre, Plentong.

2. We have been doing charity for umpteen 
years. Our works often are invisible, piece-
meal, repetitive and disorganised. The arch-
bishops and bishops of Malaysia have opted 
for “Doing Charity the Caritas Way”, a more 
research-based response, with a spirituality, a 
system, a methodology, a new approach and 
a unified thrust. The nine archdioceses and 
dioceses have endorsed the setting up of Cari-
tas Malaysia under the auspices of Caritas 
Internationalis. All Friends-In-Needs groups 
and Concern-for-Poor organisations, SSVPs, 
POHDs, BECs frontliners and initiatives un-
der religious congregations will become affil-
iates under the CARITAS Malaysia umbrella.

3. Questions & Queries or QnQ section 
of F12 begins today, a section that will at-
tempt to respond to questions, clarifications 
and feedbacks. Recently, a viewer asked for 

a QnA slot to be introduced. My reply: It is a 
good idea. Feedback must be constructive, af-
firmative and mutual upbuilding. They must 
sign off with their names and contact. QnQ 
will try to answer all your enquiries, online 
or personally. If you have any questions or 
queries, please drop us an email to f12news@
mjdiocese.my

4. Continue to pray: Pray for the world and 
the nations ravaged by the pandemic. Pray for 
our nation, Malaysia, its leaders and people, 
to stop scapegoating or projecting their fears 
and hang-ups unto others by demonising oth-
ers. When we do not face the demons within, 
we see demons in others, and feel religiously 
good about ourselves. Hate, covetousness and 
divisions are not God’s way.

Slow down. Stay safe. Keep safe. Sela-
mat Hari Kebangsaan to all of you. May His 
blessings be upon you and your family. Let 
us together continue building His Kingdom. 
God bless you.

Bishop Bernard Paul
August 29, 2020

Click here to watch the video

Greetings to all Malaysians on this joyous 
occasion of our 63rd Merdeka Day and 57th 
Malaysia Day celebrations.

This year’s theme, Malaysia Prihatin 
(Malaysia Cares), is a reflection of the spirit 
of patriotism, unity and love for the country 
which has especially been evident in the na-
tion’s efforts in fighting COVID-19. 

This year will be remembered by many as 
the year we all had to make radical chang-
es. With many of our plans cancelled, our 
schedules cleared, friends and family mem-
bers distanced from us and adapting to new 
norms of life, it has been natural for us to ask, 
where is God in all this?  Be assured that God 
is still with us. Though our lives might be 
primarily stripped of normality, and so many 
labouring under new hardships brought on 
by this pandemic, God has not abandoned us. 
As the Psalmist assures us, “The Lord is near 
to the broken-hearted, and saves the crushed 
in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18) 

This is also true for Malaysia. The strength 
of a nation is seen, not when things are go-
ing well, but when crisis strikes. Therefore, 
it was edifying to see people united in ex-
tending help and support in times of need, 
regardless of race, religion or political belief. 
We are thankful to God for those who led the 
fight against COVID-19 – especially all the 

healthcare professionals and front 
liners. The fight against the 

pandemic has shown 
that Malaysians can 
work together and 
be united as one 
both during good 
and difficult times. 

We recognise that many 
have had to deal with a reduced 
income and unemployment. 
The economic aftermath has 
also put pressure on the over-
all wellbeing of Malaysians. In 
line with this year’s theme of 
‘Malaysia Prihatin’, the new normal must 
be that of a greater concern and care for our 
neighbours, especially for those in the mar-
gins of society and have lost more because 
of this pandemic. We note with concern the 
different migrant communities, both docu-
mented and undocumented, who have been 
impacted greatly because they do not have 
the same social security safety nets as Ma-
laysians. We plead with the government to 
extend relief to all on humanitarian grounds 
and include everyone in its recovery plan as 
it leads our nation out of this crisis. 

This year too marks the 50th anniversary 
of our Rukun Negara – a blueprint for nation-
al unity guided by the following principles:
l Belief in God
l Loyalty to King and Country
l Supremacy of the Constitution
l Rule of Law
l Mutual Respect and Morality
The Rukun Negara is intended to achieve 

and foster better unity among Malaysians 
from all walks of life; preserve a democratic 
way of life; create a just society where the 
prosperity of the country can be enjoyed to-
gether in a fair and equitable manner; ensure 
a liberal approach towards the rich and var-
ied cultural traditions; and build a progres-
sive society that will make use of science 
and modern technology. On this significant 

milestone, we call on the govern-
ment to re-commit itself to these 
foundational principles as the an-
chor and integral narrative for all 
policy decisions in Malaysia.

The pandemic brought to the 
fore our ‘Belief in God’. It made 

us realise the vulnerability of our lives and 
our common need for God. On Aug 12, our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, reminded us that 
this “...pandemic has highlighted how vul-
nerable and interconnected we all are. If we 
do not take care of each other, starting with 
the least — those who are most affected, 
including creation — we cannot heal the 
world”.

At the onset of this public health crisis, we 
watched with much pain and concern how a 
democratically elected government under-
went a transition through political defections 
and party realignments without elections as 
is warranted by a Parliamentary democracy, 
where the people are allowed to choose their 
own government. 

Events such as these have far-reaching 
consequences not only for those in positions 
of authority and power but also for the ordi-
nary person on the street. It impacts us not 
only politically and economically but also 
socially, emotionally and mentally. At a time 
when the country needs to come together to 
fight this pandemic and revive our national 
economy, we cannot afford division among 
our leaders and politicians. 

We call upon all to put aside their differ-
ences and political squabbles and be united 
in working together for the good of the na-
tion and all Malaysians. At a time like this, 

it is foundational for us to show that 
our differences matter the least. We pray that 
the Rule of Law as enshrined in the Federal 
Constitution and the spirit envisaged by the 
Rukun Negara will always prevail irrespec-
tive of who is in government. 

May the spirit of ‘Malaysia Prihatin’ in-
spire the leaders of our nation and all its 
people of diverse races and cultures to work 
selflessly in resolving the nation’s challeng-
es, and to strive with steadfast will to make 
Malaysia a truly united and harmonious na-
tion, guided by the principles of the Rukun 
Negara.

On this double occasion of Hari Merdeka 
and Hari Malaysia, let us offer up our hum-
ble prayers for our King, the Malay Rulers, 
all political and civil leaders at the Federal 
and State levels and for all the peoples of 
Malaysia. 

May the peace and joy of our Lord fill our 
heart as we place our trust in Him.

SELAMAT 
MENYAMBUT 
HARI MERDEKA 
DAN HARI 
MALAYSIA!

+ Most Rev Julian Leow 
Beng Kim, D.D.
Archbishop of Kuala 
Lumpur    

That the Rule of Law and the 
Rukun Negara will always prevail
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On September 1, 2016, Pope Francis 
declared an 8th Work of Mercy to 

care for our common home.
The Catholic Bishops of Malaysia 

have approved the launch of this cam-
paign by the Creation Justice Commis-
sion in all dioceses for five years from 
Sept  1, 2020 to Aug 31, 2025. 

Each year will have a different theme. 
The theme for Year 1 (1 Sept 2020 – 31 
Aug 2021) is Use Less Electricity. Elec-
tricity comes from the burning of fossil 
fuel (coal, gas and oil). 

It contributes greatly to greenhouse 
gases which cause global warming. All 
parishes and parishioners are earnestly 
called on to use less electricity, to switch 
to renewable energy (e.g. solar), and to 
pray daily for creation. “Choose life that 
you and your children may live” (Deut 
30:19).

Here, we highlight what some of the 
arch/dioceses are implementing for this 
campaign.

Please also read the letter by Bishop 
Joseph Hii, the President of the Episco-
pal Commission for Creation Justice of 
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei.

VATICAN: From Sept 1 to Oct 4, 
Christians all over the world will 
celebrate the Season of Creation, 
as well as the Day of Creation on 
1 September.

As in past years, both the Confer-
ence of European Churches (CEC) 
and The Council of Bishops’ Con-
ferences of Europe (CCEE), are 
encouraging Member Churches in 
Europe to come together over the 
course of the month to celebrate the 
“richness of the Christian faith as 
an expression to protect our com-
mon home”.

In a statement issued by Cardi-
nal Angelo Bagnasco, President of 
CCEE, and Rev Christian Krieger, 
President of CEC, Creation is de-
scribed as “a gift of God for man-

kind and for all living beings. It 
is, therefore, our responsibility 
to protect it as good and reliable 
stewards, and as faithful servants 
of God.”

They point out that Pope Francis, 
in his encyclical Laudato Si’, un-
derlines that “the urgent challenge 
to protect our common home in-
cludes a concern to bring the whole 
human family together to seek a 
sustainable and integral develop-
ment.”

They also stress Pope Francis’ 
appeal “for a new dialogue about 
how we are shaping the future of 
our planet.”

The eminent theologian Jurgen 
Moltmann, they highlight, calls 
for “a discernment of the God who 

is present in creation through his 
Holy Spirit,” a discernment that 
“can bring men and women to rec-
onciliation and peace with nature.”

Emphasising the ecumenical di-
mension to the Season of Creation, 
the joint statement gives thanks for 
the proposal of the late Ecumenical 
Patriarch Dimitrios I in 1989.

Since that time, the two presi-
dents comment, “the idea of the 
Season of Creation and its ecu-
menical spirit has been further con-
firmed by the European Ecumeni-
cal Assemblies organised jointly 
by CEC and CCEE in Basel 1989, 
Graz 1997 and Sibiu 2007.”

This year, the Season will be 
observed in the midst of a global 
pandemic.

The Coronavirus, the statement 
reads, has shown “more than ever 
that we are not isolated from each 
other and that conditions related to 
human health and well-being are 
fragile.”

It goes on to say that the “impact 
of the pandemic forces us to take 
seriously the need for vigilance and 
the need for conditions of sustain-
able life throughout the earth. This 
is even more important when con-
sidering the environmental devas-
tation and the threat of climate 
change.”

In conclusion, the two presidents 
invite Christians to celebrate the 
Season of Creation this year under 
the heading of Jubilee for the Earth. 
“The concept of Jubilee,” they note, 

“is rooted in the Bible and under-
lines that there must exist a just and 
sustainable balance between social, 
economic and ecological realities.”

They also underline that “the les-
son from the biblical concept of 
jubilee points us towards the need 
to restore balance in the very sys-
tems of life, affirming the need for 
equality, justice and sustainability 
and confirming the need for a pro-
phetic voice in defence of our com-
mon home.” — By Lydia O’Kane,                
Vatican News

Sorce Photo: Water flows down 
the St Louis River in Jay Cooke 
State Park near uluth, Minn (CNS 
photo/Dave Hrbacek, Catholic 
Spirit)

Protect our earth, protect our children campaign

The Launching Mass will 
be held on Aug 31, 2020 

(Mon), at 9.00am at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral. 

There are limited seats avail-
able. Those interested, please 
register with Philip Kong, con-
tact 016-8713627.

Loving God, 
Creator of heaven and earth

 and all that is in them. 
You created us in your own image and 
made us stewards of all your creation. 

You blessed us with the sun, 
water and bountiful land so that 

all might be nourished. 
Open our minds and touch our hearts, 
so that we may attend to your gift of 
creation. Help us to be conscious that 
our common home belongs not only 
to us, but to all your creatures and to 

all future generations, and that it is our 
responsibility to preserve it. May we 
help each person secure the food and 
resources that they need. Be present 
to those in need in these trying times, 
especially the poorest and those most 
at risk of being left behind. Transform 

our fear and feelings of isolation into 
hope and fraternity so that we may 

experience a true conversion 
of the heart. 

Help us to show creative solidarity 
in addressing the consequences of this 
global pandemic. Make us courageous 

to embrace the changes that are 
needed in search of the common 

good. Now, more than ever, may we 
feel that we are all interconnected and 
interdependent. Enable us to listen and 

respond to the cry of the earth 
and the cry of the poor. 

May the present sufferings 
be the birth pangs of 

a more fraternal and sustainable world. 
Under the loving gaze of Mary, 

Help of Christians, we make this 
prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen! 

God created the heavens and the earth 
(Gen 1:1) and it was very good (Gen 

1:31). Jesus came so that we may have life 
and life in abundance (John 10:10). 

Yet the Earth is badly degraded, species 
are dying out at an unprecedented rate, zo-
onotic viruses plague the world and climate 
change threatens the very survival and future 
of life on the planet. We could reach 1.5° - 
2°C of global warming within just a few dec-
ades. This will be catastrophic for the world. 
This is not God’s hope for us. 

In Laudato Si’ (para 79), Pope Francis 
states that it is the duty of the Church to pro-
tect mankind from self-destruction. As dis-

ciples of Christ, we are bound to safeguard 
ALL creation on Earth, especially the chil-
dren of today and tomorrow. 

Therefore, being an ecological Church, the 
Catholic Bishops of Malaysia have approved 
this Campaign by the Creation Justice Com-
mission to run for five years from Sept 1, 
2020 to Aug 31, 2025 with different themes 
each year. The Campaign launch coincides 
with Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year 
(24 May 2020 to 24 May 2021). 

We call on all the faithful in all Malay-
sian dioceses to implement this life-giving 
campaign with full zeal, perseverance and 
prayer.

BISHOP JOSEPH HII D.D. 
President of the Episcopal Commission for Creation Justice of Malaysia, Singapore & 

Brunei for all the Catholic Bishops of Malaysia this first day of August 2020 
(Archbishop Julian Leow, Archbishop John Wong, Archbishop Simon Poh, Bishop Sebastian Francis, Bishop 
Bernard Paul, Bishop Richard Ng, Bishop Cornelius Piong, Bishop Julius D. Gitom and Bishop Joseph Hii) 

Diocese of Sibu

All called to implement this life-giving campaign

Season of  Creation: 
Jubilee for the Earth

These two arch/dioceses are organising a candlelight Rosary 
to pray for the birth of a more fraternal and sustainable world 

as we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic. Please see below 
for more information.

Dates: 1 Sept - 4 Oct 2020 Time: 8.15pm-9.30pm
Register at: https://forms.gle/UiH35xDMamz7qnyb9

Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu and 
the Diocese of Malacca Johore

Laudato Si’ prayer
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Learning to parent digital teenagers

SUBANG JAYA: With the strict 
MCO in place and the need for 
social distancing, the Faith Min-
istry in the Church of St Thomas 
More (STM) had to adopt Zoom 
technology to execute the nor-
mally eight-week Quick Journey 
Through the Bible programme in 
four weeks from July  14 to Aug 8. 
Participants from other churches 
besides STM joined the Zoom link 
twice each week to watch the vid-
eos hosted by Jeff Cavins and later 
broke up into small group sharing.

The full eight session course 
covered both the Old and New 
Testaments from Genesis to the 
Messianic Fulfilment and the 
Church today. Each session lasted 
two hours. Participants had to read 
the relevant books in the Bible 
pertaining to the topic for the day 
prior to attending the class. Each of 

the five groups of eight per group 
was facilitated by two members of 
STM’s Faith Ministry.

Participants found the Zoom 
process convenient as they could 
attend the sessions in the comfort 
of their homes. One participant 
even participated from a hospital 
as all that was needed was ac-
cess to Zoom from a computer 
or handphone. What was missing 
however was the personal interac-
tion, especially in the small group 
sharing.

“An enriching journey. Helped 
me understand better the connec-
tion between the Old and New 
Testaments. Very interesting!” 
(Cindy Lee)

Self generated electronic certifi-
cates of completion were given to 
all participants during the last ses-
sion. — By Angeline Lesslar

MELAKA: Parents across Malay-
sia connected via Zoom to hear Dr 
Valerie Jaques speak on Parent-
ing Digital Teenagers on Aug 23. 
Over 60 parents were enlightened 
on how the adolescent brain adapts 
and adjusts to the digital revolu-
tion. This talk was organised by the 
Diocesan Family Life Commission 
of Malacca Johore Diocese.

A survey by the Malaysian Com-
munications and Multimedia Com-
mission indicates 93.5per cent of 
handphone users are below the age 
of 20 and this suggests that parents 
may have introduced phone us-
age to their children. Digital tech-
nology has become a necessity in 
this day and age and parents may 
face challenges when raising an 
adolescent with a digital mind.  Dr 
Valerie went on to share research 
findings on the adolescent brain 
by Dr Jay Giedd, a neuroscientist 
at the National Institute of Mental 
Health.

The three most robust adolescent 
behavioural changes are increased 
risk-taking, increased sensation-
seeking and the moving away from 
parents toward greater peer affilia-
tion. These changes occur not only 
in humans, but in all social mam-
mals, which suggests a deeply 
rooted biology, which fosters in-
dependent functioning and sepa-
ration from the natal family. The 
brain, after puberty, does not ma-

ture by growing larger. It matures 
by growing more specialised. The 
link lies in the evolutionary history 
that has made the human adoles-
cent brain so adaptable.  

Are parents doing a service or 
disservice by giving adolescents 
access to digital technology? The 
greatest benefits of the digital rev-
olution are in the areas of educa-
tion, entertainment and social de-
velopment. The digital revolution 
is altering the ways in which teens 
pursue the unending tasks of ado-
lescent development which is to 

learn about the world, to establish 
their independence and identities, 
and to socialise with their peers.  

The dangers or risks include 
negative effects related to non-pro-
ductive use of time, less in-depth 
analytical thinking related to multi-
tasking, and possibly effects relat-
ed to greater exposure to violence 
or sexually explicit material.  

Phenomenal educational oppor-
tunities, great entertainment and 
expanding social interactions are 
some of the positive effects of the 
digital revolution. Immediate ac-

cess to information has profound 
implications for how to optimise 
the education system. The ability 
to effectively utilise this universe 
of information to critically evalu-
ate data, to discern signal from 
noise, to synthesise the content and 
to apply it to real-world problem-
solving are key challenges.  

The amount of time spent on vid-
eo games is increasing across all 
age groups. Highly popular games 
encompass a wide range of genres, 
degrees of intellectual demand, 
and solitary versus interpersonal 
formats. From a neurobiological 
perspective, the popularity of the 
games reflects the game’s capac-
ity to stimulate the brain’s reward 
circuity. Games allow adolescents 
a forum to work through fears and 
aggression without suffering real-
world consequences provided that 
they do not have difficulty discern-
ing fantasy from reality.  

The human brain is a social 
brain.  Our brains are dedicated to 
social cognition.  It is no wonder 
a person who has over 300 friends 
is considered an influencer. Some-
thing that YouTubers strive to 
achieve. Mobile phones, emails, 
messaging and multi-user gaming 
have dramatically changed how 
adolescents interact with each oth-
er socially. The average number of 
“friends” per adolescent Facebook 
user is 834. Although digital inter-

actions are not the same as face to 
face relationships, they are social, 
they are meaningful to the adoles-
cent, and they are associated with 
other measures of well-being. A 
positive social aspect is that tech-
nologies enable adolescents to 
connect with a much wider portion 
of the world and broaden their ex-
posure to ideas, customs and ways 
of life. Appreciating the common-
alities among other young people 
throughout the world may help to 
overcome many of the fears and 
prejudices that underlie global 
conflict.  

While many parents are setting 
screen time limits and installing 
filtering software for their chil-
dren, they must bear in mind that 
what may work for a younger child 
may not for an adolescent. During 
the question and answer session, 
Dr Valerie said every family has 
different rules on mobile phone us-
age and both parents must agree on 
these rules. Keeping the commu-
nication open between parent and 
child would help address any ques-
tions the child may have, and  help 
the child understand these rules.  

Parents will need to work dili-
gently to understand and keep up 
with the changes while raising a 
digital native. We need to be a force 
to optimise the good and minimise 
the bad impacts of the digital age. 
— By Magdaleen Daffney

A quick journey through 
the Bible with Zoom

KOTA KINABALU: Parishioners 
of the Sacred Heart Cathedral (SHC) 
have joined the inter-churches of the 
State in a “prayer drive” initiative as 
a way of intercession for the upcom-
ing Sabah State election.

Dubbed the Shalom Sabah Prayer 
Drive, the initiative is a joint collabo-
rative effort of the Sabah Council of 
Churches, the Commission on Sa-
bah Affairs (COSA) of the National 
Evangelical Christian Fellowship 
and the KK Pastors’ Fellowship.

The unique prayer drive will take 
place on Aug 31, from 3.00 -5.00 pm 
at any spot or place in or around the 
city. Participants may choose some 
particular spots or places that they 
feel they are led to, or they may pray 
as they drive. The prayer focus is 
based on Prayer Points which have 
been proposed for the occasion.

For the Catholics in the Archdio-
cese of Kota Kinabalu, this is in ad-
dition to a prayer vigil organised by 
the Archdiocesan head, Archbishop 
John Wong, in recent days, in which 
the faithful could participate by do-
ing their part to pray for a fair and 
just State election.

The Archbishop impressed on the 
faithful the need and the urgency to 
pray: “We need to pray for ourselves, 
for our fellow countrymen, for our 
politicians” as we recognise that “our 
flesh is weak”.

He expressed dismay that the ex-
treme and polarised ways politicians 
have grabbed power have confused 
and scandalised many people of 

good will, especially during this pre-
carious time when the whole world 
has been devastated and re-set by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Acknowledging the recent politi-
cal upheaval and turmoil in the State, 
and the temptation of many to “lose 
hope for a decent Malaysian future”, 
he rallied the people to listen to what 
the Lord said to His beloved disciples 
on the night that he was betrayed, 
when his soul was most troubled, 
and he prepared himself to enter into 
his passion for our salvation – “You 
should be awake, and praying not to 
be put to the test. The spirit is willing, 

but the flesh is weak.” (Mat 26: 41).
Meanwhile, the KK prelate has 

given his blessing to the faithful to 
be a part of the inter-church commu-
nal spiritual activity for the common 
good of the State, stating that all par-
ishes are free to exercise their own 
discretion in organising and mobiliz-
ing their parish for the prayer drive 
initiative.

The Light of Jesus Christ Cove-
nant Community, the first to respond 
as a group in Cathedral parish, has 
activated its members with a roster to 
be on standby to pray on Aug 31. —  
By Agnes Chai, CS

Prayer warriors mobilised for 
Sabah’s election

Participants of the Bible programme.
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BEIJING: The instability caused by recent pro-
tests in Belarus threatens Chinese investments 
in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), President 
Xi Jinping’s major infrastructure plan meant to 
turn China into the hub of world trade accord-
ing to most observers.

Beijing’s economic diplomacy is based on 
the stability of its partners. Wars and internal 
strife are among the main factors that threaten 
BRI’s success, as evidenced by the difficulties 
the initiative has encountered in Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan, Iran and the Middle East.

Protests against the re-election of Belaru-
sian President Alexander Lukashenko, deemed 
rigged by the country’s US and EU-backed op-
position, are endangering Beijing’s geopolitical 
plans.

The countries of Eastern Europe are a po-
tential gateway to markets in the EU, Belarus’ 
second trading partner.

Beijing’s official line is to condemn any 
interference in the internal affairs of another 
state; this is true for the West and, to a lesser 

extent, Russia.
Xi Jinping was among the first foreign 

leaders to congratulate Lukashenko on his re-
election; yesterday, China’s Foreign Ministry 
issued a statement saying that China opposes 

“external forces triggering division and distur-
bances in Belarusian society”.

Having Belarus descend into chaos, or too 
aligned with the EU or Moscow, is not good 
for the BRI.

Lukashenko has ruled the country with an 
iron fist since 1994. To survive, he has tried to 
avoid dependence on a single foreign “spon-
sor”, seeking from time to time the support of 
Russia or Europe.

In recent years, to broaden his options, the 
“last dictator of Europe” has boosted relations 
with China, which in his eyes does not repre-
sent a threat to Belarusian sovereignty.

According to the China Global Investment 
Tracker, since the launch of the Belt and Road 
Initiative in 2013, Chinese investors have 
poured US$ 1.6 billion into Belarus, mainly in 
transport, logistics and energy, key sectors for 
the Belt and Road initiative.

Last year, Chinese financial institutions 
opened a US$ 15 billion line of credit to Devel-
opment Bank of the Republic of Belarus.

Among the most important investments, 
Beijing has financed the construction of a hi-
tech industrial park on the outskirts of Minsk. 
Xi described the US$ 2 billion project as a 
“pearl” on the “new Silk Roads”. — AsiaNews

Belarus protests threaten 
China’s Belt and Road initiative

JERUSALEM: I ask parents to “collaborate 
with the school, knowing that it will be dif-
ficult” but everyone is called “to do their part, 
supervising the children and guaranteeing them 
an adequate climate for studying”.

To teachers and principals, I say: “We weren’t 
ready for such an event and there are no words 
to describe the fatigue, but we must face the 
problems and solve them.”

Fr. Ibrahim Faltas, discreet of the Franciscan 
Custody and director of the Christian schools of 
the Holy Land, is full of doubts and concerns, 
but he is also full of hope, on the eve of the be-
ginning of the school year in a time of COV-
ID-19.

He confides “Even the children are afraid, 
like their parents, brothers and grandparents. 
We have never had a moment like this, this vi-
rus has destroyed the world.”

Closed since last March, with the first lock-
down imposed in the area at the beginning of 
the pandemic, schools are preparing to reopen 
their doors on Sept 1 in Israel and Sep 7 in Pal-
estine.

“In recent months we taught online and it 
went very well. Even the final exams were held 
remotely.”

During the summer, he adds, “we modernised 
the programme in all Franciscan schools, facili-
tating distance learning online with PCs, tablets, 
and smartphones” in the event of new closures, 

with the aim of “improving the connection be-
tween students, teachers and parents”.

“Of course, being in the classroom, the pos-
sibility of attending lessons is important” un-
derlines the priest of Egyptian origin, “but in 
this situation we have prepared ourselves to 
guarantee both face-to-face and online lessons. 
We start again with no more than 18 students 
per class, we can’t let them all participate at the 
same time. In Jerusalem I have 400, we do 200 
one day and the other 200 the next, with a crite-
rion of alternation. The same in Bethlehem: 600 
at home and 600 at school, but difficulties are 
not lacking”.

Among the priorities of the Franciscans in the 
Holy Land is the development and strengthen-
ing of the educational level of the local commu-
nity, thanks to the contribution provided by the 
17 schools of the Custody which is spread over 
a large territory, ranging from Israel to Palestine, 
from Cyprus to Jordan. There are five institutes 
in Jerusalem alone. There are over 11 thousand 
students who attend them and 1100 teachers 
who work within them, without distinction of 
religious faith.

The birth of the Franciscan schools in the 
Holy Land dates back to the 16th century. The 
Holy Land School of Bethlehem, founded in 
1598, is the oldest in the entire Middle East. 
One of the specific objectives of these institu-
tions is to provide education to people from dif-

Fr Ibrahim: How to open a school in the era of COVID-19

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) and Belarus’ President Alexander Lukashenko (L) attend a signing 
ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on September 29, 2016. (AsiaNews photo)

Remote teaching strengthened; the objective remains the presence in the classroom, but with 
halved numbers. (AsiaNews photo)
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MANAGUA, Nicaragua: Some 400 men and 
women spaced themselves across a sprawling 
worship hall, praying through face masks with 
arms raised for the health of friends and family 
suffering from the coronavirus.

The congregation of Managua’s Bethel Res-
toration church knew the pandemic’s wrath: 
Two of its pastors were among the more than 
40 evangelical leaders who have died in Nica-
ragua since March.

Throughout Latin America, a traditionally 
Catholic region with a surging evangelical 
presence in nearly every country, evangelical 
churches have kept spreading the Gospel de-
spite government measures meant to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.

In many countries, evangelical churches 
have flouted public health guidelines by hold-
ing in-person services, or have personally min-
istered to church members in homes and other 
settings.

In at least two countries, evangelical pastors 
have died in alarming numbers during the pan-
demic.

In Bolivia, where some 100 evangelical 
pastors have died, they have maintained close 

contact with their congregations, ministering 
and providing support to the sick even though 
churches were closed early by government de-
cree.

In Nicaragua, where the government has 
played down the epidemic and avoided impos-
ing restrictions, evangelical services continued 
at some churches even as the more hierarchical 
Roman Catholic churches stopped holding in-
person Mass.

“There was too much misinformation,” said 
Raúl Valladares, who took over Bethel’s con-
gregation after his father and another pastor 
died June 5. “In our denomination alone, some 
20 pastors have died. And at Bethel we have a 
pastor, my father and some 25 brothers (mem-
bers) who died from COVID-19,” though he 
said the church had tracked the cases and didn’t 
believe they stemmed from services.

In Brazil, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
halted Masses and indoor celebrations after the 
pandemic hit the country in mid-March, but 
most evangelicals kept holding services.

Authorities began relaxing restrictions in 
June and some Catholic churches reopened, 
with extra precautions. —Matters India

Latin America’s evangelical 
churches hard hit by pandemic

ferent social and economic backgrounds.
They cover the entire school cycle, from kin-

dergarten to high school, although most of the 
students then continue their schooling at uni-

versity. Equipped with modern technological 
equipment, they are considered by the Ministry 
of Education to be among the best for educa-
tional excellence. –– AsiaNews
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Catholic Aussie archbishop calls 
for ethical coronavirus vaccine
SYDNEY: The Archbishop of Syd-
ney, Australia, has called on the 
country’s government to fund an 
ethical coronavirus vaccine not de-
rived from the cells of aborted chil-
dren.

Archbishop Anthony Fisher, OP, 
joined the Anglican Archbishop 
of Sydney, Dr Glenn Davies, and 
the Primate of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of Australia, Archbish-
op Makarios, in signing a letter to 
the Australian government on Au-
gust 20.

They expressed concerns that 
a vaccine to be distributed by the 
government for the new corona-
virus “will raise serious issues of 
conscience for a proportion of our 
population,” while noting that it 
“may be sufficiently remote from 

the abortion that occasioned the 
derivation of the cell-line.”

In a column for The Catholic 
Weekly titled “Let’s not create an 

ethical dilemma,” Archbishop Fish-
er called on the Australian govern-
ment to fund the distribution of an 
ethical vaccine for the new corona-
virus.

“I’m a strong advocate of vac-
cinations – and not just for COV-
ID-19 – as long as they are safe and 
ethically obtained,” the archbishop 
wrote. “There are ethically untaint-
ed alternatives: let’s pursue those.”

The Australian government has 
signed a $24.7 million agreement 
with the pharmaceutical company 
AstraZeneca to distribute a COV-
ID-19 vaccine to Australians once 
it is developed. The vaccine candi-
date, which is in the clinical trials 
phase, is being developed with the 
University of Oxford.

It is also one of several leading 

COVID vaccine candidates to use 
the cell-line HEK-293, which is 
“cultured from an electively abort-
ed human foetus,” as Archbishop 
Fisher said. The US government has 
also partnered with AstraZeneca for 
the distribution of the vaccine once 
it is developed.

Fisher noted that if the vaccine is 
fully developed and made available 
in Australia, “it will be ‘as near to 
mandatory as possible’” and people 
will face significant pressure to re-
ceive it.

The country’s health minister, 
Greg Hunt, has reportedly sug-
gested that people who refuse the 
vaccine could face withholding of 
government assistance or childcare 
or kindergarten enrolment for their 
children.

“I, for one, don’t think it would 
be unethical to use this vaccine if 
there is no alternative available,” the 
archbishop wrote, adding that “[t]o 
do so would not be to co-operate in 
any abortion occurring in the past or 
the future.”

However, he urged the Australian 
government to pursue an ethical al-
ternative.

In response, deputy chief medical 
officer Nick Coatsworth said that 
“the reality for the vaccines is that 
they need cell cultures in order for 
us to grow them,” and that “strong 
ethical regulations” exist in vaccine 
development. Furthermore, Coats-
worth said that the Oxford Univer-
sity researchers can be trusted to 
have abided by ethical standards. 
— CNA

Archbishop Anthony Fisher of Sydney.

Evidence shows Mass is safe when guidelines are followed
WASHINGTON: Evidence sug-
gests that church services following 
public health guidelines do not pre-
sent a greater risk of spreading the 
novel coronavirus than other simi-
lar activities, doctors said.

Washing hands, social distancing, 
and mask requirements have helped 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, 
even in cases when contagious, pre-
symptomatic parishioners took part 
in church events, three members 
of the Thomistic Institute Working 
Group on Infectious Disease Pro-
tocols for Sacraments & Pastoral 
Care concluded.

Doctors Thomas McGovern, 
Deacon Timothy Flanigan and Paul 
Cieslak authored an article for Real 
Clear Science on Mass attendance 
and COVID-19 Aug. 19.

“For Catholic churches follow-
ing [the] guidelines, no outbreaks 
of COVID-19 have been linked to 
church attendance, even though we 
have examples ... of asymptomatic, 
unknowingly infected individu-
als attending Mass and other par-
ish functions,” they wrote. “Their 
attendance could have led to an 
outbreak if appropriate precau-
tions were not followed, yet in each 

case, we found no evidence of viral 
transmission.”

“This encouraging news should 
inspire confidence that the guide-
lines in place — based on CDC rec-
ommendations — are working to 
decrease COVID-19 transmission,” 
the doctors continued. “While noth-
ing during a pandemic is risk-free, 
these guidelines mean that Catho-
lics (and public officials) may be 
confident that it’s reasonably safe 
to come to church for Mass and the 
sacraments.”

Over the last 14 weeks, they said, 
approximately 17,000 parishes 
have held three or more Masses 
each weekend, as well as daily 
services, combining to equal more 
than 1 million public Masses cel-
ebrated across the United States 
since shelter-in-place orders were 
lifted.

By following public health guide-
lines, these Masses have largely 
avoided viral spread, the authors 
suggested.

Nick Schoen, an employee of the 
Archdiocese of Seattle, has initi-
ated a contact-tracing protocol for 
Mass-goers in the area. Tracking 
individuals who have participated 

in church events shortly before 
testing positive for COVID-19, he 
found that none of these individuals 
launched outbreaks at churches.

The authors pointed to at least 
four examples of infected individu-
als attending Mass while pre-symp-
tomatic, as well as three anointings 
of sick individuals by priests in 
poorly-ventilated rooms. In each 
case, they said, the sick individuals 
avoided infecting other people.

“During a July 3 funeral Mass 
(45 attendees, capacity 885), two 

members of one household noti-
fied the parish that they had tested 
positive for COVID-19 and were 
infected and pre-symptomatic dur-
ing the Mass,” they said.

“During a July 11 wedding (200 
attendees, capacity 908), fresh air 
circulated from multiple open win-
dows with the aid of fans. The fol-
lowing day, an attendee developed 
symptoms of COVID and on July 
13 tested positive. The attendee was 
almost certainly contagious with 
pre-symptomatic infection during 

the wedding.”
In April, the Thomistic Institute’s 

Working Group on Infectious Dis-
ease Protocols for Sacraments & 
Pastoral Care released guidelines 
for reopening churches for Mass 
and other sacraments. These guide-
lines were incorporated by numer-
ous dioceses into their protocols for 
reopening.

The guidelines were built on a 
multi-phase proposal for resump-
tion and expansion of public Mass-
es while remaining in conform-
ity with public health guidelines in 
force in different places.

In “Phase 1” of the proposal, the 
institute encouraged the “Sunday 
obligation” to be dispensed, the 
elderly and those at high risk of 
COVID-19 to stay home, and those 
with symptoms to stay home from 
Mass. The institute also promoted 
social distancing, mask require-
ments and the regular use of hand 
sanitizer.

The few churches that have re-
ported a COVID-19 outbreak did 
not follow these regulations and 
in some cases engaged in discour-
aged actions such as congregational 
singing. — CNA

With Beijing’s help, Jakarta plans to produce 50 million doses of anti-COVID vaccine
JAKARTA: Thanks to cooperation 
with China, Indonesia will produce 
50 million doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine, according to Bambang Heri-
yanto, Corporate Secretary of state-
owned PT Bio Farma.

During a visit to China’s Hainan 
island, Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Retno Marsudi announced the sign-
ing of two preliminary agreements 
with Sinovac Biotech.

The Chinese company will pro-
vide the basics to produce 40 mil-
lion doses of the drug. Another 10 
million will be produced with the 
help of China’s Sinopharm as well 
as G42 Healthcare, a pharmaceutical 
company based in the United Arab 
Emirates.

The Chinese vaccine will be made 
available to PT Bio Farma by No-

vember. Production will then start 
in Bandung (West Java), in January 
at the latest, as soon as a third round 
of clinical trials is completed with 
1,620 volunteers, including West 
Java Governor Ridwan Kamil, who 
will be vaccinated tomorrow.

Zheng Zhongwei, director of 
the National Health Commission’s 
(NHC’s) science and technology de-
velopment centre, said yesterday that 
the coronavirus vaccine has been 
tested since July on a select group of 
workers, including medical staff and 
border inspection officials.

Chinese authorities noted that the 
vaccine has shown no contraindica-
tions.

Indonesia, the nation most affected 
by the pandemic in Southeast Asia, 
reported 2,032 new cases on Aug 

23, bringing the total to more than 
153,000 with 6,680 deaths.

The spread of pulmonary illness 
has prompted the government to im-
pose a lockdown, which has brought 
the country’s economy to its knees.

In the second quarter of 2020, 
GDP contracted by 5.3 per cent for 
the first time in more than 20 years. 
Analysts estimate that it will shrink 
by 2 per cent in 2020; last year, it 
grew by 5 per cent. 

According to Dahlan Iskan, In-
donesia's Minister for State-owned 
enterprises under President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono (2004-2014), 
administering the vaccine to millions 
of people will boost economic recov-
ery, especially if the first to benefit 
are industrial workers. — By Mathi-
as Hariyadi, AsiaNews

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi (first from left) and Erick 
Thohir, chief of the Committee for COVID-19 Mitigation and National 
Economic Recovery, with CEOs of Chinese drug-maker Sinovac Biotech Ltd. 
and Indonesian pharmaceutical company PT Bio Farma after witnessing the 
signing of a memorandum of understanding between the two companies to 
develop COVID-19 vaccine in Sanya. (Asianews photo)

Acolyte collects money from faithful in Poland on July 19, 2020. (CNA photo/ 
Dziurek via Shutterstock)
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WURZBURG, Germany: The German 
bishops plan to seek talks with the Vati-
can about its instruction on parish re-
forms in the Catholic Church.

The German Catholic news agency 
KNA reported that the bishops said they 
want lay Catholics to be involved in 
the discussion. The bishops’ conference 
made the announcement after a meeting 
of its 27-member Permanent Council.

The announcement said that the presi-
dent of the Bishops’ Conference, Bishop 
Georg Batzing, would accept an offer for 
talks recently conveyed by Cardinal Be-
niamino Stella, head of the Vatican Con-
gregation for Clergy.

Bishop Batzing will suggest to the 
congregation that the discussion be held 
with the leaders of the synodal path re-
form project because the Vatican instruc-
tion addressed bishops, priests, deacons 
and laypeople alike, the bishops said.

The synodal path is an effort by the 
bishops’ conference and Central Com-
mittee of German Catholics to restore 
trust following a September 2018 
Church-commissioned report that de-
tailed thousands of cases of sexual abuse 
by Catholic clergy over six decades.

In addition to Bishop Batzing and his 
deputy, Bishop Franz-Josef Bode, the 
presidium of the Synodal Path includes 
Thomas Sternberg, president of the Cen-
tral Committee of German Catholics, and 

Karin Kortmann, vice president of the 
committee.

In their statement, the bishops’ confer-
ence said the Vatican instruction on par-
ishes “can only be the initiation and the 
starting point of a conversation, so that it 
becomes a real help for the various situa-
tions in the local churches.”

The Vatican published the instruction 

July 20. Many German bishops criticised 
the paper, while others, such as Cologne 
Cardinal Rainer Maria Woelki, praised it. 
The meeting in Wurzburg focused on “an 
assessment of the situation and a discus-
sion of individual sections of the instruc-
tion,” the bishops said.

“The Permanent Council holds the 
view that this document has great rel-
evance for the work in the parishes al-
though certain issues — not least those 
relating to the structural processes un-
derway in almost all (arch)dioceses — 
require discussion with the Vatican,” the 
bishops’ conference said. “The aspects of 
evangelisation and mission as central el-
ements of parish life are beyond question 
in this regard.”

The central topics of the instruction 
were the procedure for merging or dis-
solving parishes, the position of the 
priest, the participation of nonpriests in 
pastoral care and parish leadership, and 
questions of donations and fees for reli-
gious services.

The paper set clear boundaries, say-
ing that laypeople could participate in 
the leadership of the parish but that only 
priests can actually lead, moderate, co-
ordinate and administer. The instruction 
also clearly contradicted efforts to en-
trust the office of priest to a team of lay-
people, even in the event of a shortage of 
priests. — CNS

German bishops 
say talks with Rome 
on parish document 
must include laity

COLOMBO: A Tamil 
priest has been appointed 
an auxiliary bishop in 
Colombo Archdiocese in 
a move expected to im-
prove north-south rela-
tions in Sri Lanka.

Fr Anton Ranjith Pil-
lainayagam (pic), 53, will 
serve as the third auxilia-
ry bishop of the archdio-
cese. The bishop-elect, 
who has a background in 
education, is fluent in Tamil, Sinhala and English.

His episcopal consecration will be held at St. Lucia’s 
Cathedral in Kotahena on Aug. 29.

Fr Ranjith was appointed head of the Tamil section 
at St Joseph Vaz Deva Dharma Nikethanaya, an institu-
tion of theological sciences, in 2006.

Sri Lanka’s 26-year civil war had a significant im-
pact on the relationship between people in the north 
and south.

“He will have a good opportunity to re-establish the 
broken brotherhood of north and south. I see this as a 
rare opportunity for the Church to create a bridge be-
tween the Sinhalese and Tamils in the north,” said R. 
Shanmugam, a Tamil Catholic teacher.

Fr Crispin Leo said the new bishop would be an as-
set to the archdiocese by contributing his youthful and 
visionary ideas for an active and fruitful missionary 
Church.

Fr Lal Pushpadewa Fernando, director of the Na-
tional Commission for Social Communications, said 
Fr Ranjith is very straightforward and a man who can 
handle many tasks.

Ranil Abesuriya, who studied under the new bishop, 
said Fr Ranjith helped them to recognise the need to 
reach out and meet the needs of multicultural and mul-
ti-ethnic communities.

“There is a large Tamil Catholic community in Co-
lombo and they need a shepherd to look after them, ful-
filling their spiritual needs,” said Abesuriya.

There are about 1.2 million Catholics in Sri Lanka, 
representing around six per cent of the population. — 
ucanews.com

Sri Lankans have 
high hopes for new 
Tamil bishop

Bishop Georg Batzing, president of the 
German bishops’ conference. (CNS photo/
Gottfried Bohl, KNA)

VATICAN: Lest we forget, the Church is not 
a democracy.

In a democracy, theoretically at least, eve-
ryone has a voice and a vote. But the Church 
is controlled by less than one per cent of its 
members. The Church — at every level — is 
controlled by its clerics.

So what is all this talk about “synodality?” 
How can the talk become the walk when it 
comes to women in the Church?

On one level, synodality means collegial-
ity, which brings us back to where we start-
ed from. Collegiality in the Catholic Church 
means priests and bishops talking to each other 
and deciding what they want to do. Pope Fran-
cis has said that synodality, very close to his 
heart, “is walking together, and it is what the 
Lord expects of the Church in the third millen-
nium.” But who is walking with whom?

OK. There was lots of talking together and 
walking together at the recent Synod of Bish-
ops for the Pan-Amazon region. Some 230 
men and 35 women were in the Paul VI Hall 
and in the 12 language discussion groups — 
five Spanish, four Portuguese, two Italian, one 
French/English.

But on the interrelated questions of married 
priests and women deacons, the talking and 
the walking fell short. There was overwhelm-
ing support for each proposal: 128 for with 41 
against ordaining married deacons as priests, 
and 137 for with 30 against women deacons.

Yes, women were at the synod. Yes, women 

were observers. Yes, women were experts. But 
not one of them could do anything more than 
sit and watch the men decide. As it happened, 
every vote was cast by a man.

But the wishes of the group do not seem to 
have changed things.

The question of women in the Church stops 
at the doors of the male-controlled Curia. The 
underlying problem: lingering remnants of 
disgraceful beliefs presented by medieval car-
dinals and canonists, some even promulgated 
by popes. None today will say it out loud, but 
there is written evidence that Church hier-
archs saw women as a) unclean; b) stupid; c) 
untrustworthy; d) deceiving; and e) too many 
other offensive descriptors to record here.

What's a woman to do? There is an expres-
sion in the military that, when the troops stop 
complaining, the commanding officer is in 

trouble. I have the feeling that women are no 
longer complaining, or, if they are, they will 
not be complaining much longer. The recent 
curial chest-thumping by the Congregation for 
the Clergy, insisting that priests are in charge 
even when others are involved, may be enough 
to put women over the top. Or it may be a re-
buke to Francis, who seems to think women 
are really OK.

But walking together? Many women walk 
away from the Church every day, taking their 
husbands and children with them. See the evi-
dence in the newspapers: How many Catholic 
weddings have you read about lately? How 
many Catholic baptisms are in the parish bul-
letin? And, pandemic or not, Masses have 
more people over age 60 than under.

In Rome, the hair splitting continues. Mis-
leading canons are trumpeted about. The 

saddest: During the synod, retired German 
Cardinal Gerhard Müller, once prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
waved the Tridentine canon about sacraments 
in the faces of the synodal men and women 
who sincerely asked for change.

He said women could not be ordained (at 
any rank) because the Council of Trent said the 
substance of a sacrament could not be altered. 
Maybe he missed the memo (or, rather, the 
papal encyclical Sacramentum Ordinis), but 
in 1947, Pope Pius XII decreed that the mat-
ter of ordination was the imposition of hands, 
and the form of ordination was the words 
signifying the grace of the Holy Spirit. The 
substance? Well, obviously human beings are 
ordained, but there is no doctrine overturning 
the historical precedent of ordaining women as 
deacons.

Nor is there any doctrine against ordaining 
a married man as deacon or priest. The synod 
members who argued on behalf of ordaining 
married men as priests affirmed two points: 
1) celibacy is a great gift to the Church and 
should be maintained; 2) the Amazon region 
is in such crisis now that individuals are bereft 
of the Eucharist.

The synod members, talking and walking 
together, also affirmed the pastoral need for 
the Church to restore its historical practice of 
ordained women deacons.

Do you think anyone is listening? — By               
Phyllis Zagano, NCR

Since the Amazon synod, what has happened to talk of synodality?
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Eighty-four priests helping the 
poor and the unemployed
PATNA: In the Archdiocese of 
Patna, 84 priests gave up part of 
their monthly allowance to help the 
poor and the unemployed during the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

“Thanks to their generosity, the 
Catholic Church has been able to 
provide supplies to people in diffi-
culty, make and distribute protective 
masks and sanitiser, and engage in 
programs to raise awareness of the 
effects of the coronavirus,” said Fr 
Amal Raj, director of the Archdio-
cese’s Social Service Centre.

The pandemic has not affected the 
commitment of the Catholic commu-
nity to the needy in Bihar, north-east-
ern India, one of the country’s least 
developed states, where the lock-
down imposed by the government to 

stop the coronavirus from spreading 
has negatively impacted the material 
conditions of large segments of the 
population.

The most affected are the families 
of about 1.3 million migrant workers 
from the state. After moving to other 
parts of India in search of employ-
ment, they were forced to go back to 
their villages because of confinement 
measures and the halt to economic 
activities.

About 33 per cent of Bihar resi-
dents live below the poverty line. 
Catholics make up less than 1 per 
cent of the local population, but the 
contribution of the six dioceses to the 
development of the state is signifi-
cant (and visible).

Thanks to Sewa Kendra, an inter-

diocesan platform, the Catholics 
have managed to keep up their chari-
table work even in the midst of the 
pandemic.

For example, to ensure the finan-
cial security of migrant workers who 
lost their jobs, farm animals – sheep, 
chickens, ducks and hens – have 
been provided to migrant families.

Founded in December 2014 by 
Archbishop William D’Souza of 
Patna, Sewa Kendra works above all 
for Bihar’s socio-economic develop-
ment, the education of children in ru-
ral villages and the emancipation of 
women.

“Its projects are financed with 
donations from benefactors, but the 
economic crisis, with the closure of 
many companies, is reducing the 

flow of aid,” Fr Raj said.
For the Church, illiteracy, especial-

ly female illiteracy, is one of the main 
obstacles to the state’s development.

Sr Anila SCN, from the Diocese 
of Muzzafarpur, explains that Sewa 

Kendra is very committed to this 
cause. “Girls and women must be 
empowered through education. This 
can bring equality to their families 
and society as a whole.” — By Biju  
Veticad, AsiaNews

Priests have given up part of their allowance to provide food and coronavirus 
kits to those in need. (Asianews photo)

Tiny Timor-Leste declares victory over COVID-19
TIMOR-LESTE: Toward the end 
of June, the tiny Catholic-majority 
Southeast Asian nation of Timor-
Leste ended its COVID-19 state of 
emergency.

While Taiwan, New Zealand and, 
until recently, Hong Kong, South 
Korea and Australia have rightly 
been lauded for their efforts at bring-
ing the coronavirus under control 
— and Southeast Asian mainland 
countries Myanmar, Thailand and 
Cambodia have also kept the pan-
demic at bay — Timor-Leste stands 
out as not having, so far, a single 
case of community transmission.

As of Aug. 21, Timor-Leste had 
26 coronavirus cases, with only one 
active — all imported — and no 
deaths.

The government of the impov-
erished nation, with a threadbare 
health system, moved quickly to-
ward the end of March to impose 
the emergency rules, in line with the 
timing of its wealthy southern neigh-
bor Australia but with more stringent 
rules than most Australian states.

“In view of the declaration of 
a state of emergency, the govern-
ment, through this decree, ensures 
its implementation by adopting the 

necessary measures that prevent the 
disease, contain the pandemic, save 
lives and ensure the subsistence of 
supply chains of essential goods and 
services for our population, even if 
they may limit some fundamental 
rights and freedoms,” the official 
decree said.

Shortly after the state of emergen-
cy was lifted, the country reopened 
its international borders — including 
its land border with the Indonesian 
province of East Nusa Tenggara — 
with the proviso that there would be 
a two-week quarantine for incoming 
passengers and all incoming goods 
would be disinfected.

People who have been in quaran-
tine in Timor-Leste appear to have 
had good experiences if Jesuit priest 
Father Erik Gerilla is anything to go 
by. The Filipino priest, who formerly 
ran Jesuit Social Services in Timor-
Leste, returned for a visit in June.

“As soon as we arrived at the air-
port, our bodies with clothes on are 
sprayed including the soles of our 
shoes. To be able to fly or travel by 
land to Timor, one has to be tested 
negative from Covid-19. A 14-
day quarantine is obligatory for all 
travelers and their hotels and facili-

ties are quite comfortable and well 
managed. The health officials come 
every day to monitor if we develop 
symptoms,” he wrote on his Face-
book page

“On a scale so small compared 
to other Asian countries, you would 
expect that their systems should be 
manageable. But the intentional-
ity and deliberateness of the efforts 
to contain transmission of the virus 
from overseas are really missing in 
many other countries.”

Up until now, despite the virus 
being widespread in neighbouring 
Indonesia, the country’s one-time 
colonial master, Timor-Leste has 
managed to keep free of the disease 
in the region’s singular biggest tri-
umph. This includes outbreaks in 
the Indonesian half of the island of 
Timor.

“The government responded early 
to the Covid-19 pandemic and closed 
its borders in mid-March — firstly to 
non-citizens and, soon after, to eve-
ryone,” a group of academics from 
the University of Melbourne wrote.

“Those Timorese citizens who re-
mained overseas (mostly students, 
those working in low-skilled occu-
pations in the UK, Ireland and South 

Korea, or seasonal workers in Aus-
tralia) were offered support to stay 
abroad.”

Timorese received support pack-
ages including soap, eggs and rice 
from non-government agencies and 
the private sector. Households earn-
ing under US$500 a month were 
eligible for a monthly subsidy of 
$100 from the government. The bor-
der with Indonesia was patrolled by 
authorities who enforced the closure 
and stay-at-home orders.

Still, like everywhere that has 
seen a lockdown of any scale, it has 
not come without its costs. Timor-
Leste is fast approaching a future 
where the oil and gas revenues that 
have underpinned its economy are 
set to end, with rights to fresh un-
dersea energy fields that the coun-
try acquired in recent years stuck 
in the pre-development phase. The 
accessing of $100 million from its 
sovereign wealth Petroleum Fund is 
significant.

Indeed, researchers at the Austral-
ian National University found that 
Timor-Leste has splashed out far 
more on its COVID-19 response 
than any of its Pacific neighbours at 
8.3 percent of gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP), closer to Australia’s 9.5 
percent than Papua New Guinea’s 
0.8 per cent. Timor-Leste’s response 
was almost 100 per cent self-funded; 
it has received little COVID-19 aid 
despite being ranked 20th in aid-
dependent nations globally.

As elsewhere, women and chil-
dren have tended to suffer more 
tangibly with lockdown situations 
in terms of increased domestic vio-
lence and missing out on face-to-
face education.

“In Timor-Leste, 59 per cent of 
ever-partnered women between the 
ages of 15-45 have experienced 
physical and/or sexual violence from 
an intimate partner in their lifetime. 
This is likely to increase as security, 
health and money worries put more 
stress on confined households,” the 
International Women’s Develop-
ment Agency said.

But the correct calculus by Timor-
Leste’s leaders has been that a na-
tionwide outbreak would have dev-
astated a country that has only the 
bare bones of a healthcare system.

For that, its people who have all 
played their part in this remark-
able story, should be thankful. —                           
Michael Sainsbury, ucanews.com

DILI: The Vatican has conferred the 
pallium, a symbol of unity with the 
Pope, on Timor-Leste’s first arch-
bishop, Virgilio do Carmo da Silva 
of Dili.

The pallium was presented by 
Bishop Norberto do Amaral of Ma-
liana, the president of the predomi-
nantly Catholic country’s bishops' 
conference, on behalf of Pope Fran-
cis during a Mass held at the Im-
maculate Conception Cathedral in 
the capital Dili on Aug. 23.

Archbishop Da Silva, 53, was one 
of 54 metropolitan archbishops ap-
pointed by the Vatican in September 
last year.

It is a tradition that on the feast of 
Sts Peter and Paul celebrated on June 
29, the Pope gives the pallium to re-
cently appointed bishops personally. 
This year, due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, it was sent via the apostolic 
nuncio to each country.

The pallium, a white woolen cir-
cular band placed around the shoul-

ders, is an ecclesiastical vestment in 
the Catholic Church originally worn 
just by the pope but which for many 
centuries has also been bestowed on 

archbishops and bishops with met-
ropolitan jurisdiction as a symbol of 
their papal authority.

Bishop Norberto do Amaral said 
the conferring of the pallium was an-
other milestone for the Timor-Leste 
Church which started with the des-
ignation of Dili Diocese — now 80 
years old — as an archdiocese last 
year.

“The pallium is a symbol of union 
with the Holy See. Let’s thank God 
for the Vatican’s trust in the Timor-
Leste Church,” he said. 

“It’s a symbol of unity and an in-
vitation to remain faithful to Christ 
who died on the cross.”

Archbishop Da Silva said in his 
homily that the giving of the pallium 
was one of the answers to the prayers 
and unity shown by Catholics in Ti-
mor-Leste. He said the pallium was 

received only two weeks ago from 
the Vatican.

“It is not for me but for the Timor-
Leste Church,” the prelate said. 

He said he has a heavy responsi-
bility to lead the faithful in a country 
where 97 percent of the 1.3 million 
population is Catholic.

“For this, I ask for your prayers. 
Let us always unite so that the task 
entrusted by the Holy Father to me 
can be carried out properly,” Arch-
bishop Da Silva said. 

The Mass was attended by thou-
sands of devotees, including Presi-
dent Francisco ‘Lu-Olo’ Guterres, 
cabinet members, House Speaker 
Aniceto Guterres and several law-
makers.

Coronavirus social distancing 
rules were observed during the event. 
— By Thomas Ora, ucanews.com

Timor-Leste’s first archbishop receives pallium

Timor-Leste’s Archbishop Virgilio do Carmo da Silva of Dili, centre, receives 
the pallium from the President of the Bishops’ Conference, Bishop Norberto 
do Amaral during a Mass at the Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Dili on 
Aug 23. (UCA News Photo/Thomas Ora)
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The coronavirus crisis is raising challenges and questions 
in all areas of life. The realm of religion and faith is no 

exception. 
The crisis raises fundamental questions and challenges 

even in Catholic life. Through the crisis, we discover that the 
life of faith and the way of pastoral ministry were exposing 
many problems. We witnessed that the life of faith and pasto-
ral ministry centred on the sacraments and liturgy were help-
lessly limited during the time of quarantine and lockdown. 
We are also witnessing the process of transferring faith life 
from face-to-face contact to non-face-to-face connection. 

The COVID-19 crisis makes us reflect on the whole life of 
faith, including the liturgy and sacrament, the religious life 
of believers, the pastoral duties of the clergy, and the shape 
of the parish and church community.

The suspension of public Masses leads to rethinking of the 
liturgy and sacrament. There was a theological debate over 
online Mass and liturgy. Online Mass and liturgy have not 
yet gained validity and legitimacy. They are simply used as a 
temporary alternative.

On the other hand, the question arises about who the lit-
urgy is for and who is celebrated. The crisis clearly shows 
how poor the position and role of the laity within the sacra-
ments and liturgy are. This crisis brought the issue of the dis-
tinction and role of the priest and the laity within the liturgy 
to the surface again. The experiences and memories of the 
suspension of public Masses through the coronavirus crisis 
may serve as a medium for requesting change and renewal 
of the liturgy.

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the 
life of faith is composed of four areas: doctrine and faith 
studies; liturgy and sacraments; social life and ethics; prayer 
and spirituality. Perhaps the coronavirus crisis is a good op-
portunity to restore the totality of faith. The weight of the life 
of faith seems to be shifting from church life centred on the 
sacraments and liturgy to the direction where the spiritual 
dimension in daily life is emphasised. 

The special experiences of the COVID-19 era are calling 
for pastors to review and reflect on their duties. The crisis 
gives us an opportunity to examine and reflect on the exist-
ing methods of pastoral ministry. Pastoral ministry in this 
time will be a way of visiting rather than calling. It should be 
borne in mind that pastoral ministry is service and commit-
ment rather than governance, administration and manage-
ment.

The crisis restricts large rallies and face-to-face contact 
and calls for a new reflection on the shape of the church 
community. It could also be a paradoxical vehicle for pro-
moting small community movements. The traditional parish 
community form alone will not be able to respond well to 
these challenges. There is a need to form a new type of com-
munity, a new power centre where the clergy and the laity 
can jointly proclaim the gospel. The parish is not for the sus-
tainment and maintenance of the parish itself but always for 
mission, pastoral care and religious life. The structure and 
operation of the parish must always be renewed.

It is up to the faithful whether the Church will simply resume 
or start anew. A change in mind and attitude must be made first 
before a change in law and system. This is why Pope Francis 
emphasises the spirit and attitude of pastoral conversion and 
synodality. Let’s start with a new imagination and interpreta-
tion. Let’s change our thoughts and attitudes. Final change and 
renewal are always up to the Holy Spirit. 

— By Fr Jeong Hee Wan, ucanews.com
l Fr Jeong Hee Wan is a priest in the Diocese of Andong in South 
Korea and chief of the Institute of Catholic Culture and Theology. 
He is a former professor at Daegu Catholic University. 

Faith in the era of 
coronavirus

“Disruptive innovation” is not a 
common term in theological 
and liturgical discussions. It 

comes from Clayton Christensen’s 1997 
book The Innovator’s Dilemma.

The application of disruptive-innova-
tion to our current experience of litur-
gical practice helps us to see why the 
fundamental presumption of liturgy as 
a communitarian event, where the rit-
ual elements of priest, people, Sunday, 
church, music, eucharistic prayer and 
communion that once made sense, no 
longer do.

The disruption to the concept of com-
munity has created innovative forms of 
worship; forms that no longer presume 
the use of all or most of the ritual ele-
ments of Catholic worship.

Liturgical disruption – what it looks 
like
Let’s consider what liturgical disruption 
is by looking at the world around us.

In the world of taxis, Uber is described 
as a disruptor, but this might not be en-
tirely accurate. While Uber has chal-
lenged the taxi business it hasn’t moved 
the concept of personal transport in a 
radically new direction.

When we look at the movie industry 
and Netflix, we see a different effect. I 
first discovered Netflix while living in 

the United States when DVDs were de-
livered to our homes.

I remember thinking “Why would I do 
this when I can walk to the local video 
shop?” Now, I watch streamed movies 
and news programmes in a variety of 
languages from across the world.

Initially, Netflix didn’t disrupt the sup-
ply of movies – video shops continued to 
exist. Netflix disrupted the fundamental 
behaviours of movie watching people 
and capitalised on this when the Internet 
arrived.

Disruption of customer behaviours 
matched with innovations in customer 
services has seen the growth of the Net-
flix community (customer base) and the 
death of the local video shop’s customer 
base.

The death of video shops and the 
morphing of cinemas into bars and ca-
fes with movies attached, to survive, is 
indicative of the disruption-innovation 
needed to survive significant behaviour-
al change.

I would suggest that the proliferation 
of online Masses is not the key disrup-
tor – it is more Uber than Netflix. Online 
Masses predate COVID and the sheer 

volume of them now shouldn’t distract 
us.

The volume is not the key disruptor 
because it has not brought a change in 
foundational behaviours.

The transference of the Mass’s perfor-
mance-based ritual from the sanctuary 
to the screen did not disrupt already-
existing liturgical behaviours; priests 
did what they normally do – perform 
the rituals- and believers did what they 
normally do – watch the rituals being 
performed.

Thus, the ritual behaviours didn't 
change because the already dominant 
operative behaviours were not disrupted.

The behavioural disruption came with 
the inability to recreate the physical 
presence of the community and physical 
participation in the shared eucharistic 
meal, even to the point where concele-
brating presbyters uses separate chalices 
and individually consecrated host rather 
than sharing these elements.

If anything, the online mass has un-
wittingly contributed to the liturgical 
disruption of the physical liturgical com-
munity by taking the viewer from the 
pew to the couch.

“Disruptive innovation”
Understanding this current change will require a more sophisticated concept 
of Church as people in God and worship as people in God at prayer writes 
FR J.P. GRAYLAND.
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Liturgical life during COVID offers 
three considerations of disruption-

innovation.
First, habitual worshipping practices 

have been disrupted and behaviours that 
have been central to liturgical and parish 
life have radically changed. Because the 
primary concern is safety, these behav-
iours define liturgical practice.

Believers are more prepared to stay 
away from church gatherings, to pray 
at home, or even celebrate a “lay eucha-
rist” with family instead of going to 
Mass.

Second, online Masses and worship 
groups have innovated choice; as a col-
league suggested online ‘worship has 
become promiscuous.’

The dynamic of choice is not new – 
for example in my experience people 
move between parish Masses based on a 
variety of reasons such as convenience, 
the liturgical style of the Mass, or the 
music.

Now choice includes legitimately 
worshipping at home.

While the Church (corner video shop) 
is the place to find “spiritual commun-
ion”, our attention is now turning to the 
innovation of the “domestic church” 
and home worship as the new locus of 
authentic liturgical prayer.

Third, and most importantly, the be-
haviours of physical liturgical commu-
nity have been radically disrupted and 
innovated.

Community is a threat (disruption) 
as well as something we want (inno-
vation). While believers can search the 
web for a community they can feel safe 
in, this is not always the case for physi-
cal community.

Profound disruption to liturgical be-
haviour has come through social and 
physical distancing, wearing masks, 
communion from behind a screen, pro-
hibitions on singing, restricted numbers, 

and closed churches.
These have altered our behaviours 

and changed the way we experience li-
turgical community; they have changed 
our shared understandings of commu-
nity itself.

When we stand in the carpark, chat-
ting after Mass, we realise implicitly 
that our physical behaviours inside the 
church say; “worship and Church com-
munity are dangerous and it’s safer not 
to participate”.

The foundational disruption to physi-
cal community has changed our litur-
gical behaviours, and, therefore, our 
experience of prayer itself, which the 
phrase lex orandi, lex credendi summa-
ries: we pray (orandi) what we believe 
(credendi).

Because we are a community who 
pray what we believe and who bring our 
belief to prayer, the disruption of prayer 
will have an impact on the belief. When 
we pray online and reduce Mass to spir-
itual communion for the viewer the po-
tential danger is to extenuate the clerical 
aspect of Mass and formalise visual par-
ticipation as “sufficient” for belief.

When a family prays a “lay eucharist” 
at home they exclude the presbyterial 
ministry. In both instances the disrup-
tion to community has changed our be-
haviours and along with it our presump-
tions of authentic liturgical prayer and 
ministry.

The foundational disruption to the 
communitarian aspect of lex orandi/lex 
credendi will show itself in accommo-
dations to “liturgical masks” and “litur-
gical distancing”.

Such accommodations have the po-
tential to move the physical celebration 
of liturgy from “we” to “I”, thereby re-
turning worship to a privatised, or self-
isolated ritual action.

Thus, the most significant disruption 
to liturgy is the disruption of physical 

community and the most important in-
novation to liturgy are the new ways of 
being liturgical community.

The disruption-innovation of com-
munal prayer (lex orandi), I suggest will 
likely impact the not only the Church’s 
communitarian framework, but its pre-
sumptions of authentic ministry.

Liturgical innovation – future 
changes
The disruption-innovation of the 
COVID-liturgical period can only be 
sketched. Liturgical history shows that 
naming disruptors is not easy because 
liturgy evolves over a longer timeframe 
and generally does not anticipate social 
and cultural shifts, it reflects them.

However, liturgy’s formal struggles 
with adaptation and innovation are al-
ways related to changes in behaviours 
and theological contexts.

Understanding this current change 
will require a more sophisticated con-
cept of Church as people in God and 
worship as people in God at prayer if we 
are to benefit from the disruption-inno-
vation to community we are creating.

It will require a higher level of eccle-
sial leadership and a much higher cali-
bre of liturgical leadership and insight 
than we have seen recently from Vatican 
departments.

The disruption to physical community 
is greater than online, virtual worship 
and the effects on who we worship with, 
who we are as Christian people and, ul-
timately where we belong, remain to be 
considered. — LCI ((https://interna-
tional.la-croix.com/

l J.P. Grayland has been a priest of 
the Diocese of Palmerston North (New 
Zealand) for nearly thirty years. His 
latest book is titled: Catholics. Prayer, 
Belief and Diversity in a Secular Con-
text (Te Hepara Pai, 2020).

The disruption-innovation dynamics of the 
liturgical community
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A united Malaysia, 
caring for one another

As we celebrate the 63rd anni-
versary of Merdeka Day and the 
57th anniversary of Malaysia Day 
with the theme Malaysia Prihatin 
(Malaysia Cares), we also mark 
the 50th anniversary of the Rukun 
Negara, our national blueprint for 
national unity promulgated on 31 
August 1970.

Fifty years on and guided by its 
principles of Belief in God, Loy-
alty to King and Country, Suprem-
acy of the Constitution, the Rule 
of Law, Courtesy and Morality, we 
need to ask ourselves: are we mak-
ing progress in achieving its goals 
of:

l Achieving and foster-
ing better unity amongst the 
society;
l Preserving a democratic 

way of life;
l Creating a just society 

where the prosperity of the 
country can be enjoyed to-
gether in a fair and equitable 
manner;
l Ensuring a liberal ap-

proach towards the rich and 
varied cultural traditions; 
and
l Building a progressive 

society that will make use of 

science and modern technol-
ogy?

With the worldwide onslaught 
of COVID-19, churches cried out 
in unity for the mercy and grace of

Almighty God and we give 
heartfelt thanks that today, the 
deadly virus seems to be contained 
in Malaysia and “green shoots” 
can be seen in its economy which 
experienced a double digit con-
traction in May. In addition to the 
Federal Government’s Bantuan 
Prihatin Nasional (National Care 
Assistance) economic stimulus 
package introduced in March, en-
couragingly, Malaysians from all 
walks of life came together speed-
ily as individuals and through 
religious and secular groups, to 
contribute funds, food, rental as-
sistance and emotional support 
to those with the greatest need 
whether Malaysian or otherwise. 
Non-governmental and civil ser-
vice organisations also swung into 
action to produce personal protec-
tive equipment for frontline work-
ers who unwaveringly put their 
lives at risk for others.

For them and for all who have 
ably led and continue to lead the 
nation’s containment, mitiga-
tion and recovery efforts, we give 

thanks.
Distressingly, 2020 will also 

be remembered for the untimely 
change of government precipitated 
by the resignation of our former 
Prime Minister and the switch-
ing of allegiances willy-nilly by 
elected representatives in apparent 
disregard for the mandate of the 
constituents who voted for them in 
a democratic electoral process.

The COVID-19 pandemic hav-
ing reminded us how vulnerable 
not only individuals but also na-
tions are, surely this is a time when 
we must come together one and 
all, in unity, to care for each other 
and for the communities we live 
in. The lockdown has reminded 
us anew that many still live on 
the periphery in desperate circum-
stances. They need to be assured 
that their basic needs for shelter, 
sustenance, safety and economic 
security will be met because the 
resources so richly bestowed upon 

our country are distributed fairly 
and equitably among all who call 
this country home.

A nation cannot prosper when 
the children of the forlorn and 
forgotten cannot even receive the 
education they need because they 
do not have the electronic devices 
which most count as necessities 
or because they cannot access 
schools in far off locations. Left 
behind, they cannot be the force 
which this nation will surely need 
to rebuild once the devastating ef-
fects of the current crisis abate.

Rebuild we must, although the 
costs of battling COVID-19 are 
high! Lives have been lost, liveli-
hoods and businesses have been 
fundamentally impacted both by 
the lockdown and the ensuing 
slowdown and hundreds of bil-
lions have been spent on stimulus 
packages.

At this significant time for all 
of us as a nation, we call on the 
Government and all in positions of 
authority and influence to commit 
earnestly to pursuing the founda-
tional objectives of the Rukun Ne-
gara and to anchor all policy deci-
sions for Malaysia on the guiding 
principles enshrined in it. As some 
of our own intellectuals have sug-

gested, the Government should se-
riously consider placing the Rukun 
Negara as the preamble to our 
Federal Constitution.

Let us all continue to pray for the 
well-being of Malaysia and for the 
Yang di-Pertuan Agong, the Rul-
ers, Governors, the Prime Minister 
and members of the Cabinet, State 
Menteris Besar and Chief Minis-
ters and members of Parliament, 
Executive Councils and State As-
semblies. May they be imbued 
with wisdom, courage, strength 
and good health to lead Malaysia 
to overcome this challenging time 
and move into a future of prosper-
ity to be enjoyed not just by some 
but by all of its people.

Let one and all support all Gov-
ernmental directives on containing 
COVID-19, show and do acts of 
unusual kindness to all in need and, 
in caring for one another and hav-
ing an attitude of care and bless-
ing, forge a new unity to emerge 
even stronger from this time of cri-
sis and need. May Malaysia Pri-
hatin be our common cry!

To our fellow Malaysians,        
SELAMAT HARI MERDEKA and 
SELAMAT HARI MALAYSIA.

August 28, 2020

CFM Merdeka Day and Malaysia Day statement 2020

Archbishop Julian Leow Beng Kim 
Chairman

Archbishop Dr Simon Poh Hoon Seng
Vice-chairman

Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik Revd. 
Vice-chairman

Dr Eu Hong Seng
Vice-chairman



Courage isn’t one of my 
strong points, at least not 
one particular kind of 

courage.
Scripture tells us that, as John 

the Baptist grew up, he became 
strong in spirit. My growing up 
was somewhat different. Unlike 
John the Baptist, as I grew up I 
became accommodating in spirit. 
This had its reasons. I was born 
with what Ruth Burrows would 
describe as a “tortured sensitiv-
ity”, an over-sensitive personal-
ity, and have never been able to 
develop a tough skin. That’s not 
the stuff of which prophets are 
made. When you’re a child on 
the playground you better have 
the raw physical strength to chal-
lenge a situation that’s unfair 
or you better let things alone so 
as not to get hurt. You also bet-
ter develop razor-sharp skills at 
avoiding confrontation and in the 
art of peace-making. When you 
aren’t gifted with superior physi-
cal strength and challenging situ-
ations arise on the playground, 
you quickly learn to walk away 
from confrontation. On the play-
ground, the lamb knows better 
than to lie down with the lion or 
to confront the lion, irrespective 

of the prophet Isaiah’s eschato-
logical visions. 

And that’s not all bad. Grow-
ing up as I did didn’t make for 
the tough skin and raw courage 
it takes to be a prophet, but it did 
give me an acute radar screen, 
namely, a sensitivity which 
at its best is a genuine empa-
thy (though at its worst has me 
avoiding situations of conflict). 
Either way, it’s hasn’t particu-
larly gifted me with the qualities 
that make for prophetic courage. 
I want, habitually, not to upset 
people. I dislike confrontation 
and want peacefulness at almost 
any cost, though I do draw some 
lines in the sand. But I’m no John 
the Baptist and it’s taken me 
many years to learn that, admit it, 
and understand why – and also to 
understand that my temperament 
and history are only an explana-
tion and not an excuse for my 
cowardice at times.

In the end, the virtue of cour-
age is not contingent upon birth, 
temperament, or mental tough-
ness, though these can be help-
ful. Courage is a gift of the Holy 
Spirit and that’s why one’s tem-
perament and background may 
only serve as an explanation and 

not as an excuse for a lack of 
courage. 

I highlight this because our 
situation today demands courage 
from us, the courage for prophe-
cy. We desperately need prophets 
today, but they are in short sup-
ply and too many of us are not 
particularly eager to volunteer 
for the task. Why not?

A recent issue of Commonweal 
magazine featured an article by 
Bryan Massingale, a strong pro-
phetic voice on the issue of rac-
ism. Massingale submits that the 
reason we see so little real pro-
gress in dealing with racial injus-
tice is the absence of prophetic 

voices where they are most 
needed, in this case, among the 
many good white people who see 
racial injustice, sympathise with 
those suffering from it, but don’t 
do anything about it. Massingale, 
who lectures widely across the 
country, shares how again and 
again in his lectures and in his 
classes people ask him: But how 
do I address this without upset-
ting people? This question aptly 
expresses our reticence and, I 
believe, names both the issue and 
the challenge.

As Shakespeare would say, 
“Ay, there’s the rub!” For me, 
this question touches a sensitive 
moral nerve. Had I been in one 
of his classes I would no doubt 
have been one of those to ask that 
question: but how do I challenge 
racism without upsetting peo-
ple? Here’s my problem: I want 
to speak out prophetically, but I 
don’t want to upset others; I want 
to challenge the white privilege 
which we’re so congenitally 
blind to, but I don’t want to alien-
ate the generous, good-hearted 
people who support our school; I 
want to speak out more strongly 
against injustice in my writing, 
but I don’t want multiple news-

papers dropping my column as 
a result; I want to be courageous 
and confront others, but don’t 
want to live with the hatred that 
ensues; and I want to publicly 
name injustices and name names, 
but don’t want to alienate myself 
from those very people. So this 
leaves me still praying for the 
courage needed for prophecy.

Several years ago, a visiting 
professor at our school, an Afro-
American man, was sharing with 
our faculty some of the near-dai-
ly injustices he experiences sim-
ply because of the colour of his 
skin. At one point I asked him: 
“If I, as a white man, came to 
you like Nicodemus came to Je-
sus at night and asked you what 
I should do, what would you tell 
me?” His answer: Jesus didn’t 
let Nicodemus off easily just 
because he confessed his fears. 
Nicodemus had to do a public act 
to bring his faith into the light, he 
had to claim Jesus’ dead body. 
Hence, his challenge to me: you 
need to do a public act.

He’s right; but I’m still pray-
ing for the prophetic courage to 
do that. And aren’t we all? — 
By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights                 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

The invitation to courage … 
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  Inculturating Christian art with a mission
Western culture has shown 

great interest in expressing 
Christian faith in new and unu-
sual art forms.

Traditional Christian art seems 
like something of the past that 
does not offer any new insights. 
More recently inculturated art 
forms from Asia and Africa have 
been appreciated because they 
are thought to bring a fresh per-
spective on Biblical themes.   

As an artist, I have not repre-
sented Jesus in the conventional 
way that is typical of certain 
kinds of Church art or Bible il-
lustration in Europe. However, 
this often has been unappealing 
to Indian Christians who have 
become used to the art forms im-
ported from the West. For some, 
such images represent an alterna-
tive identity that is liberating.

India’s “Sanskritised” culture 
is associated with an oppressive 
tradition that marginalised all 
other cultures that were not part 
of it. It has become unacceptable 
to most Indian Christians to use 
ideas and symbols of this domi-
nant culture to present the “liber-
ating” message of Christ.

There is another aspect to this. 
Creative imagination and artistic 
processes are concerned with the 
spiritual but can never become 
dogmatic. Art communicates 
with the experiences of each in-
dividual and can never make cat-
egorical statements about faith 
or spirituality. We can speak of 
the Spiritual in art, but that is 
very different from making state-

ments of systematic theology. In 
other words, art is a personal ex-
perience of the artist and of each 
viewer in a reflective and medita-
tive way. It is not about dogmatic 
statements. It is an effort to make 
the Gospels relevant in the pre-
sent context.

Let me explain the problem of 
approaching inculturation as an 
evangelical technique, to convert 
people to Christianity, with an 
example. Missio, an international 
Catholic mission society based 
in Germany, put up an exhibition 
of my artwork some years ago. 
At the exhibition, a visitor asked 
me: “How many people have you 
converted to Christianity through 
your art?” The question surprised 
me. I admitted truthfully, that as 
far as I knew, nobody had be-
come a Christian because of my 
art. “Then, you are a complete 
failure,” the visitor told me point 
blank and shot another question: 
“Why is Missio interested in your 
art?” I was rather taken aback but 
responded by saying: “I do feel 
my art has a mission, but it is a 
mission to encourage Christians 
to be more open to other Faith 
experiences.”

Another dimension of faith
I want Christians to be open to 
another dimension of faith, which 
is not about adding people to be-
come members of the Church. 
Rather, they need to be open to 
dialogue, to be more concerned 
with inner spirituality. I am afraid 
many Indian Christians would not 
consider this as an appropriate 
view.

I have spent the last 30 to 35 
years studying what I would term 
“primal faith systems.” Ram Day-
al Munda (1939-2010), former 
vice-chancellor of Ranchi Univer-
sity, called this “Aadi Dharma.” 
He argued that the majority of In-
dians belong to this Aadi Dharma. 
This would include a folk sense of 
religion or an Adivasi (aboriginal) 
spirituality. Folk religion is not 

anything to do with Sanskritised 
culture. It is a primal worldview 
that feels that the sacred is found 
in every form of life. I have called 
it sometimes a “secular spirituali-
ty.” It has seen the sacred in a tree, 
stone, or in a termite hill.

Christian missionaries often 
misunderstood this sense of the 
sacred with what they called “ani-
mism” or “pantheism” or idolatry. 
Theologian Raimondo Panikkar 
(1918-2010) called this approach 
to the Sacred “panentheism” 
which sees a distinction but a rela-
tionship between God and creation 
— a sacred presence in the world 
of nature and human culture. It 
recognizes an immanent spiritual 
life in all the forms of being that 
are around us. It is the basis for 
what some call an eco-spirituality.

It is this form of spirituality that 
I am hoping to express through 
my art, and that makes me nerv-
ous about the terms “Indian” or 
even “Christian” for that matter. 
I believe that this is the basis of 
the spirituality that St Francis in-
troduced, and which Pope Francis 
talks about in his encyclical Laud-
ato Si. For me, it is the essential 
meaning of the Gospel, and what 
Jesus meant when he explained the 
Kingdom of God through poetic 
parables. As Hans Kung said, un-
less faith becomes more spiritual, 
there is no future for religion on 
this earth.

My faith is very important to 
me, and central to my art. I'm 
amazed by the richness of the 
Biblical teaching, of which Jesus 
was very much a part. My main 
difficulty has been to explain my 
art, particularly in the context 
of the Indian Church. And yet, I 
have been deeply grateful to many 
people who are part of that Indian 
Church who have supported me. 
My art and perception of the crea-
tive process would not have grown 
without such support.

The institutional Church in India 
has often looked at my work with 
suspicion. This is  ironic, because 
the global Church in organisations 
like Missio and Misereor, contin-
ued to support my work. However, 
the Indian Church has not called 
me a heretic. I am grateful for 
those who have felt that I can, in 
some way, contribute to an Indian 
theology. — By Michael Gon-
salves, ucanews.com

This is the 
second part 
of Christian 
artist Jyoti 
Sahi’s 
reflections 
on the place of art in the 
process of “inculturation” in 
the Indian Church.

‘Road to Emmaus’ by Jyoti Sahi. (UCA News photo)

l Continued from last week
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Kolvenbach, a wise man 
and a teacher

l Continued from last week

Among those who certainly 
dedicated all their efforts to 
preserving and consolidat-

ing harmony with the pope and to 
ensuring the Society found stability 
and serenity in its life and work was 
the new general, Peter-Hans Kol-
venbach. 

While Pedro Arrupe’s generalate 
has now been studied extensively, 
that of his successor, though long-
er, has attracted less attention from 
the media and public opinion. This 
corresponds perfectly with the per-
sonality and intention of the general 
himself who, very wisely, intended 
to walk along the lines drawn by his 
predecessor, but guiding the Society 
along a path – as he himself said – 
“less bumpy,” and keeping a “low 
profile” in the media would certain-
ly have contributed to this.

Fr Elias Royón, while he consid-
ers Arrupe “a mystic and a prophet,” 
qualifies Kolvenbach as “a sage and 
a teacher.” A less charismatic per-
sonality than Arrupe, Kolvenbach 
nevertheless brought with him the 
experience of decades of mission-
ary work in Lebanon, in the tensions 
of the Middle East, knowledge of 
other Christian traditions – he be-
longed to the Armenian rite – and 
the Muslim world. A scholar of lin-
guistics and living in the university 

environment, he knew and appreci-
ated the reality and fatigue of intel-
lectual work and cultural service. 
His reserved and monastic lifestyle, 
even if it seemed a little anomalous 
to most of his confreres, did not pre-
vent him from visiting Jesuits in dif-
ferent parts of the world and from 
being pleasant, cordial and witty in 
conversations with them, facilitated 
by an extraordinary command of 
languages.

His work capacity and memory 
were impressive. The regular and 
systematic way in which he and his 
staff carried out their governmen-
tal duties and conducted their early 
morning meetings (the famous daily 
briefings) without delay are prover-
bial. 

No one would ever get the im-
pression that he was not carefully 
informed of all the situations – even 
the most particular ones – in the life 

of the Order there was no sense that 
he did not exercise his responsi-
bilities himself or was unduly influ-
enced by others. At the same time, 
his government was not driven by 
his personality. He showed great 
confidence in provincials and did 
not like to intervene in the areas of 
their responsibilities. In short, he 
held the reins of government well in 
his hands, but he knew how to leave 
room for subordinate responsibili-
ties.

Kolvenbach’s attention to the 
health of the spiritual life of the 
Jesuits is clear and a priority. The 
famous words of the Formula of the 
Society of Jesus (founding docu-
ment of the Order) “curet primo 

Deum,” that is, the affirmation that 
God must always be before the eyes 
of the Jesuit, became emblematic of 
his spiritual magisterium. Personal 
union with God, the daily celebra-
tion of the Eucharist and communi-
ty discernment were recommended 
with constancy in the secularised 
climate of the day. 

Kolvenbach also drew attention 
to the intellectual and educational 
apostolate of the Society, convinced 
that in this field, one of the great 
ministries that the Church expects 
from the Jesuits must still be recog-
nised.

After about ten years of govern-
ment, Kolvenbach believed that 
a new General Congregation, the 

34th, was needed. Held in 1994, 
it reformulated in four specific de-
crees the overall vision of the Jesuit 
mission, extending it not only to the 
service of faith and the promotion 
of justice, but also to dialogue with 
cultures and different religions. It 
also dedicated extensive documents 
to various themes, such as chastity 
and religious poverty, “a just atti-
tude in the service of the Church” 
(how to live in our times, the sentire 
cum et in Ecclesia, so important for 
St Ignatius), collaboration with the 
laity, governance structures, with-
out forgetting important “signs of 
the times,” such as the condition of 
women in society and in the Church, 
as well as ecological issues.

Fr Peter-Hans Kolvenbach SJ speaking with men in formation in Wisconsin, 2004. (photo/kolvenbach.jesuitgeneral.org)

Adapting to the new 
Code of Canon Law
The 34th General Con-

gregation approved 
and consolidated the 

long work of the revision of 
the law proper to the Order, 
expressly requested by the 
previous Congregation fol-
lowing the promulgation, in 
1983, of the new Code of 
Canon Law. At stake was 
nothing less than the need to 
adapt to our times the text – 
in a certain sense “sacred” 
for Jesuits – of the Constitu-
tions written by St Ignatius. 
The solution adopted after 
many reflections is emblem-
atic: to preserve the original 
wording, but to accompany 
it with a series of notes, in-
dicating the points where the 
laws of today’s Church and 
Society required changes 
or clarifications, and to ac-
company the Constitutions, 
in a single volume, with a 
large series of “Comple-
mentary Notes,” that is, pas-
sages from decrees of the 
Congregations (for the most 
part from the 31st onward) 
and Letters of the last Gen-
erals, ordered according to 
the same sequence of parts 

and chapters of the Constitu-
tions, almost as a commen-
tary as well as updating each 
of them and their spirit for 
our time.

Meanwhile, the Jesuits 
worked with commitment on 
difficult and even risky fron-
tiers. The massacre of six 
Jesuit professors at the Cen-
tral American University in 
San Salvador on November 
16, 1989 not only aroused 
great emotion, but became 
a painful sign of the price to 
be paid when one is faithful 
to the demands of the mis-
sion. This horrendous crime 
was the most serious of this 
period, but it was far from 
isolated. In the 50 years be-
tween 1969 and 2019 there 
were 57 Jesuits killed in the 
fulfilment of their mission 
for faith and justice. From a 
Christian perspective, their 
“martyrdom” was the most 
important confirmation of 
the fact that the Third So-
ciety also follows the Lord 
“who bears the cross,” ac-
cording to the call received 
by Ignatius in the spiritual 
experience of La Storta.

How can we better express the 
continuity and renewal be-

tween the fundamental Ignatian 
project and the Third Society?

Kolvenbach closely followed 
events around the world. With the 
fall of the wall between East and 
West, he promoted the resumption 
of the life of the Society of Jesus 
in the countries of Eastern Europe, 
pointed out Africa and China as the 
Order’s priority points of attention, 
and encouraged the establishment 
of the “Conferences of Provincials” 
in the different continents, so as to 
broaden the horizons of the Jesuits’ 
common reflection and encourage 
coordinated and innovative re-
sponses to the problems posed by 
the processes of globalisation.

The generalate of Kolvenbach 
continued through the pontificate 
of John Paul II. Relations with the 
Holy See were handled by the gen-
eral with assiduousness and discre-
tion. The life of the Society was 
varied and lively, and there were 
no lack of objections in Rome to 
Jesuits taking up causes in vari-
ous countries. But in the Vatican 
there was trust in the general and 
it was known that his leadership 
was respected and followed by his 
confreres. So much so that, when 
Kolvenbach in the early 2000s be-
gan to think about the advisability 
of a change in the leadership of the 
Order, he took note that the pope 

was not in favor and wanted him to 
continue. He then waited to put the 
question to the new Pope, Benedict 
XVI, who had no difficulty in giv-
ing his consent.

The preparation of the 35th Gen-
eral Congregation was set in mo-
tion at the beginning of 2006. It 
was scheduled for  the beginning 
of 2008. 

But, while the preparation pro-
ceeded, there was no lack of high-
ranking personalities in the Vatican 
who raised new concerns about the 
situation and governance of the So-
ciety, to the point of formulating 
the possibility of another visita-
tion of the Order, which could have 
been entrusted to Cardinal Ber-

goglio, Jesuit, Archbishop of Bue-
nos Aires. Bergoglio, for his part, 
was decidedly opposed to such a 
proceeding, and Fr Kolvenbach 
moved with timeliness and deci-
sion, turning directly to Benedict 
XVI. The danger was averted, but 
the Congregation opened in an at-
mosphere not entirely serene as re-
gards relations with the Holy See. 
It would be the speech by Benedict 
XVI, on the occasion of the audi-
ence granted to the Congregation, 
that re-established an atmosphere 
of true trust, thanks to which the 
newly elected general would be 
able to begin his work with seren-
ity.

l Continued on Pg 14

The fundamental Ignatian project and the 
Third Society

The term of the Superior General is “for life.” Fr Kolvenbach, who has been 
Superior General for 25 years, and is 80 years old, obtained permission from the 
Holy Father to submit his resignation to this General Congregation. (Fr Don 
Doll, S.J - Creighton University)
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Hagia Sophia: A bridge unlike any other
When the Roman emperor 

Constantine moved his 
capital from Rome to 

Constantinople (modern-day Istan-
bul) in the early fourth century, he did 
so because he wanted to position his 
government more strategically at the 
crossroads of the known world. Of 
course, Constantine was more than a 
mere strategist; he was also the first 
Christian emperor and he privileged 
the faith through legislation, favoura-
ble tax policies, and the construction 
of spectacular cathedrals, including 
the Hagia Sophia. Perhaps no other 
building in the world so concretely 
stands at the intersection of East and 
West, just as no other building equal-
ly symbolises the populist threat to 
religious minorities.

This is the third building on the 
site to be named “Hagia Sophia,” 
literally translated as “Holy Wis-
dom,” but understood by Christians 
to be a personification of Christ as 
Wisdom. The Constantinian church 
burned in the early fifth century, and 
the second church, like the first, was 
destroyed by fire in 532. But neither 
of those early structures, with their 
modest size and wooden roofs, could 
compare to the civilisation-defining 
building commissioned by the em-

peror Justinian in 532 and opened in 
537. 

To say that the Hagia Sophia was 
the largest church in the world for 
a thousand years does not really do 
justice to its size, grandeur, or influ-
ence on subsequent Christian archi-
tecture. To say that the Hagia Sophia 
was the main cathedral of the Byzan-
tine capital does not sufficiently con-
vey the extent to which the church 
remains the single greatest symbol 
of an empire that lasted a thousand 
years, or a global Orthodox religious 
community that now exceeds 250 
million people.

Hagia Sophia, like the city itself, 
has shifted hands many times since 
the Byzantines first worshipped 
there. From 1204 to 1261 it was un-
der the control of the Crusaders, who 
installed their own clergy and per-
formed the liturgy exclusively in the 
Latin Rite. A Byzantine army retook 
the city in 1261, but the Crusader 
colonization of the Christian East 
left the Byzantine world internally 
divided and economically devas-
tated. In 1453, an Ottoman army led 
by Mehmed II conquered what was 
left of the empire. Mehmed moved 
quickly to transform Hagia Sophia 
into a mosque — removing the al-

tar and plastering the iconography. 
Ottoman Istanbul soon became the 
political centre of the Islamic world, 
and while the Ottomans would build 
many impressive mosques, none 
could compare to the Hagia Sophia 
in size or stature.

When the Ottoman Empire col-
lapsed at the end of World War I, 
a new, highly secular government 
emerged in Turkey and its leader, 
Kemal Atatürk, converted the Hagia 
Sophia into a museum as part of a 
wide-ranging plan to break from the 
historic authority of Islam in Otto-
man society. Atatürk was pro-West 
and secular, but he was also highly 
authoritarian and nationalistic. He 
advanced the myth of a pure “Turk-
ish” identity that left little room for 
religious or cultural minorities. Ar-
menians, Greeks, Jews, and Syrians 
had little space in Atatürk’s Turkey, 
despite the fact that these communi-
ties had been there for centuries be-
fore the first Turks had arrived.

In July, a Turkish court ruled 
that the Turkish government had 
overstepped its authority when it 
transformed Hagia Sophia from a 
mosque into a museum in 1935. As 
a consequence, the court ruled, Ha-
gia Sophia should be returned to its 

“original” status as a mosque — a 
ruling that only makes sense with the 
erasure of Turkey’s Christian past 
after a century-long, state-sponsored 
propaganda campaign.

For most of the citizens of Turkey, 
the current dispute about the Ha-
gia Sophia has very little to do with 
Christianity and everything to do 
with the legacy of Atatürk. 

Some Turkish Muslims, like Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, believe 
that Atatürk’s actions vis-à-vis the 
Hagia Sophia constituted a disen-
franchisement of the religious rights 
of Turkey’s Muslim majority, and 
Atatürk’s secular agenda was noth-
ing other than Western colonialism 
designed to deprive Turkey of its au-
thentic Muslim heritage. 

To their mind, Hagia Sophia is an 
Islamic structure rather than a Chris-
tian one. In large part, that view is 
predicated on a political theology 
that views military conquest as part 
of God’s providence.

Of course, not all Turks approve 
of Erdoğan’s religious populism or 
the decision to reconstitute Hagia 
Sophia as a mosque. Many view it 
as little more than an effort to shore 
up political support among religious 
conservatives in the face of growing 

political opposition across Turkey. 
For Turkey’s many secularists, the 
newest transformation of Hagia So-
phia is a worrying development be-
cause it points to a gradual decline of 
secularism within Turkey, and raises 
the spectre of the possibility of an Is-
lamic populism like that of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood.

As a museum, the many layers of 
Hagia Sophia’s glorious past were 
opened to the world. Art historians 
and scholars of liturgy have been 
able to study the many ways in 
which believers decorated, moved, 
and worshipped within the largest sa-
cred space in the Christian world for 
a thousand years. Imperial historians 
have gained a better understanding 
of the ways in which Christian gov-
ernments both supported and were 
constrained by religious spaces. And 
the world was invited to visit one of 
the true wonders of human ingenuity 
— a space designed for the meeting 
of heaven and earth.

What will become of this space, 
which has served as a bridge between 
East and West unlike any other? And 
what will become of Turkey’s Chris-
tian minorities who, in many ways, 
play a similar role? — By George E. 
Demacopoulos, Commonweal

Nicolás and Sosa
l Continued from Pg 13

The main task of the Congregation 
was in fact to accept Kolvenbach’s 

resignation and elect his successor. 
This was Adolfo Nicolás, a Spaniard 
who had spent his entire apostolic life 
in Asia, in Japan and the Philippines. 
He was naturally open to dialogue 
with different cultures and religions, 
cordial, polyglot, able to communicate 
with spontaneity to his confreres an 
enthusiasm for the mission of evange-
lization and service that knows no bor-
ders and is sincerely eager to meet the 
other. He was the right personality to 
incarnate the spirit of “reconciliation,” 
of collaboration with others, with 
which the now multicultural body of 
the Society of Jesus intended to move 
“together” in the globalised world.

Since 1965, the Society has suffered 
a very major decrease in the number 
of its members, and at the same time 
a very notable demographic shift from 
Western Europe and North America to 
Latin America, South and East Asia, 
and  Africa.[10] This involved, obvi-

ously, a continuous process of adapta-
tion to new situations, committing it-
self to escape the mentality of a simple 
“retreat by narrowing  the front,” to 
find instead, with creativity, new forms 
of approach and organisation of its ap-
ostolic activities and government.

Nicolás dedicated much effort in 
these directions, providing for the 
restructuring of provinces,  and assis-
tancies, and encouraging all forms of 
collaboration, both internal and exter-
nal to the Order. At the same time, he 
continually insisted on the quality of 
the spiritual and cultural commitment 
of the Jesuits: “depth” and “universal-
ity” are the two words that most char-
acterise his messages. He also ensured 
that the Society responded seriously to 
the manifestation of the very serious 
problem of sexual abuse of minors, 
both as regards itself and in service 
to the Church. As a reflection of the 
new distribution of Jesuits around the 
world, it wanted the 2012 Congrega-
tion of Procurators to take place in 
Nairobi, Africa, held for the first time 
outside Europe.

Jesuit Father Arturo Sosa, right, the new superior general of the Society of 
Jesus, greets the previous superior general, Jesuit Father Adolfo Nicolas, after 
his election in Rome Oct 14, 2016. (CNS photo/Don Doll, S.J.)

The generalate of Nicolás will 
go down in history mainly for 

another reason, i.e. the election of 
a Jesuit as Pope. Even if this was 
not in itself impossible, it was an 
eventuality that always appeared far 
removed from the expectations and 
imagination of the Jesuits. In addi-
tion, the figure of the Archbishop 
of Buenos Aires, was of absolute 
importance in the Church of Latin 
America. In past years he had been 
the object of different feelings and 
tensions within his own Province of 
Argentina, of which he had been a 
very young provincial at the time of 
Arrupe. But it was thanks above all 
to Pope Francis, and also to General 
Nicolás, that from the very first mo-
ment, the relationship between the 
new Jesuit pope and his Order was 
marked by the fullest mutual trust 
and cordiality, without any uncer-

tainty.
This trust and cordiality has been 

preserved and increased over time, 
not only thanks to the Pope’s repeat-
ed manifestations of concern for his 
confreres – whom he continues to 
consider as such – but also because 
he is personally deeply rooted in the 
spirituality and history of the Soci-
ety of Jesus.

Pope Francis made himself pre-
sent in a special way to all the Jesu-
its also on the occasion of the 36th 
General Congregation, which had 
become necessary in 2016 to accept 
the resignation of Fr Nicolás, whose 
strength was diminishing as he ap-
proached the age of 80, and to elect 
his successor, Fr Arturo Sosa, a Ven-
ezuelan, as the first non-European 
general. The Third Society then 
saw the first Jesuit pope, the first 
non-European and Latin American 

pope, and at the same time the first 
non-European general, also Latin 
American, and saw them together 
in the hall of the General Congre-
gation encouraging their confreres 
to serve the Church and humanity 
today in union with and under the 
guidance of the Roman pontiff. The 
transition to a no longer Eurocentric 
world was definitively complete.

The Jesuit Pope is very discreet 
in giving indications of spe-

cific commitments to the Society 
as a whole. He insists rather on 
discernment in order to find suit-
able ways to support the mission, 
and on making use of the help the 
Jesuits are able to bring  to the 
Church, encouraging all – espe-
cially priests – to live in an attitude 
of discernment, although he does 
not fail to ask for the collaboration 
of some Jesuits he trusts in the Ro-
man curia, in the Roman academic 
institutions and La Civiltà Cat-
tolica. For his part, the new gen-
eral promoted a broad reflection 
throughout the Society to identify 
what he called the “universal ap-
ostolic preferences” of the Order, 
consistent with the perspectives 
pointed out by Pope Francis: 

1. To promote discernment 
and the Spiritual Exercises; 

2. To walk together with 
the poor, the excluded of 
the world, wounded in their 
dignity, in a mission of rec-
onciliation and justice; 

3. To accompany young 
people in the creation of a 
future of hope; 

4. To care for our common 
home.

The Third Society’s story is 
therefore currently going through 
a very particular moment. For Jes-
uits, the pope is always a funda-
mental and vital point of reference, 
whoever he is. He will also be so 
in subsequent pontificates, as he 

was in previous ones, for over four 
centuries. However, certainly in 
these years there is an exceptional 
circumstance, which can help to 
insert effectively the service of the 
Society of Jesus in the ministry of 
the universal Church, in its “out-
going” missionary impulse.

St Ignatius liked to call his Or-
der “minima Compagnia,” that is, 
“this least Society.” Despite the 
strong decrease in numbers, which 
must make them more humble, the 
Jesuits feel themselves bearers of 
a spiritual gift that is always cur-
rent, capable of fruitfulness in the 
newest and most diverse situations 
of humanity, in which one can and 
must always “seek and find” God 
at work for the salvation of the 
world. — By Fr Federico Lom-
bardi, SJ, La Civilta Cattolica

To live in an attitude of discernment

Pope Francis

The Jesuit Pope



Hello children,
How are you? What would 
you think if your best friend 
told you that you would have 
to die if you wanted to stay 
friends? 
In today's Gospel reading, 

Jesus told the Apostles 
that if they wanted to be 
like Him they would have to 

take up their crosses and 
follow Him.
Jesus was teaching them 

that this world is only a 
preparation for Heaven. If 
we make sacrifices for   the 
love of God, then we will be 
ready for Heaven.  
Jesus opened the gates of 

Heaven to us by dying. He 

died out of love for God the 
Father and for us. We get 
little crosses every day when 
things make us unhappy. If 
we offer them to God with 
love, they are like dying a 
little bit and they prepare 
us for Heaven.
Sometimes we think that 

we need nice things or to be 

with fun people if we want 
to be happy. It's easy to 
forget that we will never be 
completely happy here. 
Next time you feel 

unhappy, remember that 
it's a cross that can help 
you get to Heaven! 

Love
Aunty Eliz 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone would come 
 after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross  

and follow Me" (Matt 16:24)

Hey kids, Can you Connect the Dots and colour the picture? 

Answer: Take up your cross and follow me. 

Answer: 1.D  2.C   3. E   4.B  5.G  6.A  7.F 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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FARIDABAD, India: 
The National Youth 
Commission of the 

Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops’ of India has 
decided to address the 
mental wellbeing of 
young people amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In these times of uncertain-
ty, the commission is commit-
ted to paying attention to the 
psychological and mental 
wellbeing of young people, 
said its executive secretary Fr 
Chetan Machado.

The Delhi diocesan priest is-
sued a press note on August 
23 after holding the annual 
consultative meeting (virtual) 
of national youth leaders of 
various Catholic Youth Move-
ments in India.

The participants included 
young representatives from 
youth movements such as 
the Indian Catholic Youth 
Movement, Young Catho-
lic Students/Young Student 
Movement, Youth United for 
Christ, Salesian Youth Move-
ment, Jesus Youth, St Vincent 
De Paul Society and Focolare 
along with the advisory board 
of the commission and spe-
cial invitees.

The annual meeting delib-
erated on the present sce-
nario of youth ministry, and 
exchanged ideas about the 
views and needs of young 
people. The youth commis-
sion plans to collaborate with 

other youth movements in In-
dia after discussion.

NYC is the umbrella body 
for all Catholic youth activities 
in the country.

The commission hopes to 
inculcate the virtue of hope 
in young people increased 
awareness and to increase 
sensitivity on social and public 
matters.

A major area of concern 
was to model Catholic youth, 
stand up for social justice and 
truth, offer career guidance, 
and address 
job and finan-
cial stability 
by promoting 
higher edu-
cation, said Fr 
Machado, a 
priest of Delhi 
Archdiocese.

Some of 
the other key 
p r o p o s a l s 

from this forum were training 
young people in crisis man-
agement, integral human de-
velopment, spiritual and cat-
echetical formation to clear 
up misconceptions about the 
church teachings.

NYC is to join hands by pro-
moting other movements in 
the different ventures, thus 
creating a group of leaders of 
movements to share and col-
laborate youth ministry better.

Earlier, the advisory board 
met to reflect on the growth 

and future 
goals of the 
commission.

Some of the 
plans eluci-
dated were 
national and 
international 
e x c h a n g e 
programmes 
to give more 
exposure to 

diverse cultures and the spir-
ituality of young people, the 
press note 
said.

M e m b e r s 
also sug-
gested using 
social media, 
and audiovis-
ual and digi-
tal platforms 
for virtual 
f o r m a t i o n 
programmes 
and to spread the thrust of 
youth ministry among church 
communities.

NYC plans to explore ways 
to collaborate with secular 
and established organizations 
that focus on appreciating 
the achievements of young 
people in the public sphere 
and motivate them to inspire 
others.

The shift in approach from 
group building to one-on-one 

assistance with the help of vir-
tual platforms is a major chal-

lenge.
Fr Stephen Al-

athara, deputy 
secretary-gen-
eral of CCBI, 
in his remarks, 
made three re-
quests to all the 
young leaders:

respond to 
any crisis posi-
tively; collabo-

rate for the common good 
of young people, and think 
creatively.

The Youth Commission is 
the chief organ of the CCBI, 
which animates the youth 
apostolate across 132 Latin 
Rite dioceses and 14 eccle-
sial regions towards a deep-
er Christian awareness and 
commitment through faith 
formatio. — By Percival Holt, 
Matters India

Indian bishops to 
address mental 
health of youth

Youth commission virtual meeting. (Matters India)

“To model Catholic 
youth to stand 

for social justice 
and truth, career 
guidance, job and 
financial stability 
promoting higher 

education.”
Fr Machado

“Respond to any 
crisis positively; 

collaborate for the 
common good of 
young people and 
think creatively.”

Fr Stephen Alathara



HERALD August 30, 2020 YoutH 17

CHERAS: The Catholic Students Society 
of UTAR, Sg Long Campus, had a vir-
tual talk on Google Meet. The topic was 
on Making A Good Decision. Sr Margaret, 
RGS was the speaker on Friday, August 
21. 

The talk began with our opinions on how 
we would make good decisions and what 
principles or values or attitudes would 
drive us to such conclusions. Then, we 
read the Parable of the Weeds (Matt 13:24-
30), which is part of the kingdom parables. 
Sr Margaret used the parable to give us a 
guide to what spiritual discernment is and 
what one should ask God for whenever we 
need to sort the weeds from the wheat. 

The awareness in decision-making has 
three elements: expectations and tempta-
tions; needs and wants; and the pull be-
tween human nature and the spirit. Quot-
ing from St Ignatius Loyola, there are two 
key points: consolation and desolation. 
Consolation comprises true consolation 
(no cheating) and false consolation (the 

nice feeling, feeling good or happiness but 
is it morally good?) 

Then it comes down to the choices we 
have when making a decision. We are 

given the freedom of being a Child of God 
or a slave of sin. The deadly sins of pride, 
avarice, envy, lust, and anger, to name a 
few, would lead to other sins. However, it 
is a choice we have to make: to follow God 
and be rewarded with spiritual experience.

Then we had a Q&A session and one of 
the questions posed by the participants was 
regarding the ability of a human being to 
stop making bad decisions. If we were per-
fect in everything we do, then there would 
not be any purpose in living and we would 
never learn anything. In the Old Testament, 
it was often portrayed that people suffer 
because of something, eg. the Garden of 
Eden. However, this also implies that God 
actually allows us the freedom to choose 
whether to do good or bad and be able to 
discern between the two. So, to make a de-
cision is a daily challenge. Often times we 
should be aware of whether we are listen-
ing to, i.e. to please ourselves or have the 
conscience from God, else the tempter will 
keep on pestering us. — By Michael Tan

MANILA, Philippines: A Filipino charismatic 
group held its biggest event of the year with a 
virtual conference and prayer rally on Aug 22 
due to quarantine restrictions in the Philippine 
capital Manila.

The Lord’s Flock Catholic Charismatic Com-
munity was founded by lay couple Techie and 
Bobby Rodriguez.

Techie Rodriguez has been in charismatic re-
newal since 1980 and served as treasurer of the 
International Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic 
Covenanted Communities and Fellowships, a 
pontifical association present in 220 countries 
worldwide.

“I was inspired by St John Paul II. It was he 
who encouraged the formation of the Catholic 
Fraternity based at the Vatican and gave the 
group a papal blessing. But more than that, I 
realised that he called me to form a charismatic 
group outside the Vatican. So, my husband and 
I formed one in the Philippines,” said Techie 
Rodriguez in an interview.

The charismatic community she founded is at 
the forefront of charismatic renewal in the Phil-
ippines.

Every year Rodriguez’ charismatic commu-
nity holds one of the biggest religious gather-

ings of youth and young professionals. Called 
Singles and Youth Faith on Fire (SYFOF), it 
holds a series of conferences, concerts and other 
events that focus on spreading the faith to the 
youth.

This year’s online gathering featured praise 
and worship, fellowship and testimonies of 
youth members amid the coronavirus pandemic.

“As servants of God, we want to extend our 
hands to all, and now that we’re doing it online, 
we may reach even further, and reach those who 
may be looking for a sign,” said event organiser 
Rommel Tirol.

He said it was consistent with their found-
er’s mission when she started gathering youth 
groups in the country and trained them as a 
“young army of missionaries” to bring young 
people back to Christ.

“One of the goals of the group is to bring 
young people to God’s embrace. Today we are 
so scattered. Our focus is not on God but on ma-
terial and worldly things,” Tirol said.

He said young people were gathered through 
music, life testimonies and workshops to train 
them how to be missionaries of the Gospel.

“Singles and Youth on Fire events give us 
all the opportunity to reassess ourselves and to 

listen to God’s call. Are we still consistent with 
what Jesus has called us to do? By praying to-
gether and listening to each other’s stories, we 

are able to examine ourselves and reflect,” Tirol 
added. — By Joseph Peter Calleja, ucanews.
com

“For what I have is the verse from 
Galatians Chapter 5 that highlight-

ed self-control, this word impacted me in 
my decision-making. This verse has a lot 
of words that had impact. This was my 
take-away from the talk.”

“I really liked the bible verse from 
Galatians 5 verse 17.

“It just feels like it’s another re-
minder from God that we aren’t sup-
posed to make our decisions our-
selves, but always ask the Holy Spirit 
for guidance. Sometimes it’s hard for 
us to discern what is the “right” deci-
sion because of how intertwined we 
are with what society’s norm tells us.

“But the way is to pray, and then 
you will feel consolation and not 
desolation. That’s how you know 
you’re making the right decisions be-
cause God has given us the freedom 
to choose, and the fact of the matter is 
there may be only one right decision, 
and sometimes we’re just a little too 
“blinded” to see it ourselves.” 

“We continue 
making wrong decisions because 

we make decisions based on our body’s 
needs and desires rather than heeding what 
our spirit needs and desires. Therefore, we 
need God in our lives to withstand temp-
tation and make good decisions. How can 
we alone, mere humans, fight off the Devil 
on our own? Without God, it is just us 
against the Devil. With God, there is God 
and us against the Devil.”

“From the talk I learned 
that every day of our 

lives we face decisions, that they become 
habits, and we don’t think much about them. 
When we don’t make wise decisions, how-
ever, even small choices can blossom into 
bad habits. We have small choices like what 
we should eat today? Or should I skip class 
today? We also run into larger decisions 
that may have even bigger consequences. 
What should I study? Where would I live? 
Who will I marry? Then there are the moral 
choices we are faced with. Will we cheat on 
that exam? Will we give in to experiment-
ing with illegal substances?

“Making decisions isn’t a difficult task. 
Making GOOD decisions, however, can be 
tricky. To make a good decision, you need 
to have patience and not rush into it. You 
need to evaluate the pros and cons of your 
choices, you need to keep emotion out of 

the picture and most important-
ly, you need to consult the Lord 
through prayer. 

“Trusting God as fully as possible is 
the first step to making the right decision. 
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

“As it is written in Proverbs 2:6, “For the 
Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding”, it would be 
foolish for us to think that God is not a need-
ed variable in our decision-making process. 
If God is Wisdom, then we need his coun-
sel. We may not get a straight answer on 
what we should choose, but through prayer, 
we can FEEL the right choice. I suppose 
that this is because, now, God is a variable 
in our choice and that makes us look for the 
‘Godly Decision’.”

Making Good Decisions

Filipino charismatic group holds 
biggest prayer rally online

Here are some of the responses from the participants of the talk:

Students of UTAR Sg. Long with Sr Margaret, RGS via Google Meet.

Singles and Youth on Fire Hangout Live Stream. (SYFOF facebook)

Jonathan Marietta

Ariana

Zoe
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Time flows like river,
But heartache grows like fire 

Missing you forever,
Until we meet again in future.

Lovingly remembered by: Husband: Kenneth Aw,            
Son: Alwyn Aw, Daughter: Louisa Aw,                           

Grandniece: Angeline Chin,                                            
Relatives and Friends.

5th Anniversary                                    
In Loving Memory of

Kathryn Ching Noy Tiang                      
Departed: 30th August 2015

          

2nd Anniversary
In Loving Memory of
Our Beloved Father

“O Lord, the God of mercies, 
grant unto the soul of thy servant 

the anniversary day of whose burial 
we are keeping, a place of solace,                      
of peaceful rest, of glorious light.                            
Through Christ our Lord, Amen.”

Forever loved and remembered by:
Daughters:  Dr Aurelia Celvi, Audrey 

Nathan, Adrienne, Lena Rasathi
Son-in-law:  Nathan Muthu

Grandchildren:  Gavin Lakshman & 
Marissa Darshini, 

Sisters, Brothers-in-law, Sisters-in-law, 
Nieces, Nephews, Relatives and Friends.

HENDRY AROKIASAMY
August 15, 1929 — August 28, 2018

          

Lucille Germaine D’Oliveiro AUGUSTIN
1st September 1920 – 30th March 2016

“There are many virtuous and 
capable women in the world, 

but you surpass them all!” 
Charm is deceptive, and 

beauty does not last; but a 
woman who fears the Lord 

will be greatly praised. 
Reward her for all she has 
done. Let her deeds publicly 

declare her praise.” 

Proberbs Chapter 31 Verses 29:31

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. 

2 Timothy 4 Verse 7

Forever cherished by her family.

          

Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure.

You are loved beyond words,
And missed beyond measure.

Forever cherished, loved and deeply missed by                                                          
beloved wife Philomina Lourdesamy,                                                                     

daughters Praveena Peter and Priscilla Peter,                                                         
relatives, friends and all dear loved ones.

5th ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL 

PETER DEVARRAJ
Departed: 1.9.2015

In Loving Memory of

Eternal rest grant unto him, 
O Lord and let perpetual 

light shine upon him. May his 
soul rest in peace. Amen.
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St Gregory the Great Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, August 30
(Ezekiel 36:25-27)
I shall pour clean water over you 
and you will be cleansed; I shall 
cleanse you of all your defilement 
and all your idols. I shall give you 
a new heart, and put a new spirit 
in you; I shall remove the heart 
of stone from your bodies and 
give you a heart of flesh instead. 
I shall put my spirit in you, and 
make you keep my laws and sin-
cerely respect my observances.
Monday,August 31
(Jeremiah 15:16)
When your words came, I de-
voured them: your word was my 
delight and the joy of my heart; 
for I was called by your name, 
Lord, God of hosts..
Tuesday, September 1
(1 Thessalonians 5:4-5)
It is not as if you live in the dark, 
my brothers, for that Day to over-
take you like a thief. No, you are 
all sons of light and sons of the 
day: we do not belong to the night 
or to darkness.
Wednesday, September 2
(Romans 8:35,37)
Nothing can come between us 
and the love of Christ, even if we 
are troubled or worried, or being 
persecuted, or lacking food or 
clothes, or being threatened or 
even attacked. These are the tri-
als through which we triumph, by 
the power of him who loved us.                                                                    
Thursday, September 3
(Wisdom 7:13-14)
What I learned without self-inter-
est, I pass on without reserve; I 
do not intend to hide her riches. 
For she is an inexhaustible treas-
ure to men, and those who ac-
quire her win God’s friendship, 
commended as they are to him 
by the benefits of her teaching.
Friday, September 4
(Ephesians 2: 13-16)
Now, in union with Christ Jesus, 
you who used to be far away have 
been bought near by the death 
of Christ. For Christ himself has 
brought us peace, by making the 
Jews and Gentiles one people. 
With his own body he broke down 
the wall that separated them and 
kept them enemies. He abolished 
the Jewish Law, with its com-
mandments and rules, in order to 
create out of the two races one 
new people in union with him-
self, in tis way making peace. 
By his death on the cross Christ 
destroyed the enmity; by means 
of the cross he united both races 
into one body and brought them 
back to God.
Saturday, September 5
(Romans 12: 14-16a)
Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those weep. Live in 
harmony with one another; do not 
be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly.

Gregory was the prefect of Rome before 
he was 30. After five years in office he 

resigned, founded six monasteries on his 
Sicilian estate, and became a Benedictine 
monk in his own home at Rome.

Ordained a priest, Gregory became one of 
the pope’s seven deacons, and also served 
six years in the East as papal representative 
in Constantinople. He was recalled to be-
come abbot, but at the age of 50 was elected 
pope by the clergy and people of Rome.

Gregory was direct and firm. He removed 
unworthy priests from office, forbade tak-
ing money for many services, and emptied 
the papal treasury to ransom prisoners of 
the Lombards and to care for persecuted 
Jews and the victims of plague and famine. 
He was very concerned about the conver-
sion of England, sending 40 monks from 
his own monastery. He is known for his 
reform of the liturgy, and for strengthen-
ing respect for doctrine. Whether he was 
largely responsible for the revision of the 
“Gregorian” chant is disputed.

Gregory lived in a time of perpetual strife 
with invading Lombards and difficult rela-
tions with the East. When Rome itself was 
under attack, he interviewed the Lombard 
king.

His book, Pastoral Care, on the duties 
and qualities of a bishop, was read for cen-
turies after his death. He described bishops 

mainly as physicians whose main duties 
were preaching and the enforcement of dis-
cipline. In his own down-to-earth preach-
ing, Gregory was skilled at applying the 

daily Gospel to the needs of his listeners. 
Called “the Great,” Gregory has been given 
a place with Augustine, Ambrose and Je-
rome, as one of the four key doctors of the 
Western Church.

An Anglican historian has written: “It is 
impossible to conceive what would have 
been the confusion, the lawlessness, the 
chaotic state of the Middle Ages without 
the medieval papacy; and of the medi-
eval papacy, the real father is Gregory the 
Great.”

Reflection
Gregory was content to be a monk, but he 
willingly served the Church in other ways 
when asked. He sacrificed his own prefer-
ences in many ways, especially when he 
was called to be Bishop of Rome. Once he 
was called to public service, Gregory gave 
his considerable energies completely to this 
work. Gregory’s description of bishops as 
physicians fits in well with Pope Francis’ 
description of the Church as a “field hospi-
tal.” — franciscanmedia.org

The United Nations in 2012, honoured 
Mother Teresa by an annual Interna-

tional Day of Charity on Sept 5 (the day of 
her death).

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny wom-
an recognised throughout the world for her 
work among the poorest of the poor, was 
beatified October 19, 2003. Among those 
present were hundreds of members of 
the Missionaries of Charity, the order she 
founded in 1950 as a diocesan religious 
community. Today the congregation also 
includes contemplative sisters and brothers 
and an order of priests.

Born to Albanian parents in what is now 
Skopje, Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bo-
jaxhiu was the youngest of the three chil-
dren who survived. For a time, the family 
lived comfortably, and her father’s con-
struction business thrived. But life changed 
overnight following his unexpected death.

During her years in public school, Ag-
nes participated in a Catholic sodality and 
showed a strong interest in the foreign mis-
sions. At the age of 18, she entered the Lo-
reto Sisters of Dublin. It was 1928 when 
she said goodbye to her mother for the fi-
nal time and made her way to a new land 
and a new life. The following year she was 
sent to the Loreto novitiate in Darjeeling, 
India. There she chose the name Teresa and 
prepared for a life of service. She was as-
signed to a high school for girls in Calcutta, 
where she taught history and geography to 
the daughters of the wealthy. But she could 
not fail to see the realities around her — the 
poverty, the suffering, the overwhelming 
numbers of destitute people.

In 1946, while riding a train to Darjeel-
ing to make a retreat, Sister Teresa heard 
what she later explained as “a call within a 
call. The message was clear. I was to leave 
the convent and help the poor while living 
among them.” She also heard a call to give 
up her life with the Sisters of Loreto and 
instead, to “follow Christ into the slums to 

serve him among the poorest of the poor.”
After receiving permission to leave Lo-

reto, establish a new religious community, 
and undertake her new work, Sister Teresa 
took a nursing course for several months. 
She returned to Calcutta, where she lived 
in the slums and opened a school for poor 
children. Dressed in a white sari and san-
dals–the ordinary dress of an Indian wom-
an–she soon began getting to know her 
neighbours — especially the poor and sick 
— and getting to know their needs through 
visits.

The work was exhausting, but she was not 
alone for long. Volunteers who came to join 
her in the work, some of them former stu-
dents, became the core of the Missionaries 
of Charity. Others helped by donating food, 
clothing, supplies, and the use of buildings. 
In 1952, the city of Calcutta gave Mother 
Teresa a former hostel, which became a 
home for the dying and the destitute. As the 

order expanded, services were also offered 
to orphans, abandoned children, alcoholics, 
the aging, and street people.

For the next four decades, Mother Teresa 
worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her 
love knew no bounds. Nor did her energy, 
as she crisscrossed the globe pleading for 
support and inviting others to see the face 
of Jesus in the poorest of the poor. In 1979, 
she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On 
September 5, 1997, God called her home. 
Blessed Teresa was canonised by Pope 
Francis on September 4, 2016.

Reflection
Mother Teresa’s beatification, just over six 
years after her death, was part of an expe-
dited process put into effect by Pope John 
Paul II. Like so many others around the 
world, he found her love for the Eucharist, 
for prayer, and for the poor a model for all 
to emulate. — franciscanmedia.org

Patron Saint of: England
Epilepsy
Musicians
Teachers

Feastday: September 3

Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta



August 30, 2020

T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

Evangelisation:  The Maritime World
We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, 

among them sailors, fishermen and their families.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

VATICAN: The season is celebrated globally from 1 
September to 4 October.

“The concept of Jubilee is rooted in the Bible and 
underlines that there must exist a just and sustain-
able balance between social, economic and ecologi-
cal realities.

“The lesson from the biblical concept of jubilee 
points us towards the need to restore balance in the 
very systems of life, affirming the need for equality, 
justice and sustainability and confirming the need 
for a prophetic voice in defence of our common 
home.”

The presidents stress the interconnectivity of the 
world - particularly in light of the global COVID-19 
pandemic:

“We realise more than ever that we are not iso-
lated from each other and that conditions related to 
human health and well-being are fragile.

“The impact of the pandemic forces us to take 
seriously the need for vigilance and the need for 
conditions of sustainable life throughout the earth. 
This is even more important when considering the 
environmental devastation and the threat of climate 
change.”
Read the full statement on the right: 

European Church leaders call 
for Jubilee for the Earth

WASHINGTON: A surgeon, retired army of-
ficer, missionary, and Catholic religious sister 
was among the featured speakers at the Re-
publican National Convention Aug 24-27. The 
convention, which took place over four days, 
officially nominated President Donald Trump 
for re-election.

Sr Deirdre “Dede” Byrne, POSC, was an-
nounced as a speaker by the Trump campaign 
and she has one of the most unique resumes 
of any speaker to address the convention. A 
retired colonel in the US Army and a member 
of the Little Workers of the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary, Byrne has served overseas as 
a soldier and a missionary.

Raised in the suburbs of Washington, D.C., 
as one of seven children, Byrne graduated 
from Virginia Tech before starting medical 
school at Georgetown. While there, she en-

tered the Army as a way to cover her tuition 
and ended up serving for 29 years as both a 
doctor and a surgeon. 

Following medical school, she worked from 
1982 until 1985 in the field of family medicine 
and was a full-time Army officer from 1982 

until 1989. After that, she went on to serve 
as a missionary from 1989 until 1990, while 
remaining in the Army reserve, and she com-
pleted a second residency in general surgery in 
1997 — the same year in which she met Moth-
er Teresa. Byrne was tasked to be on standby 
for any medical needs that might occur during 
the future saint’s visit to Washington. 

During her time in the military, she dis-
cerned a religious vocation, a call she has said 
she felt she always had, and was encouraged 
by a priest to find a religious order that would 
not require her to give up her work in the med-
ical field. 

Her discernment led Byrne to the Little 
Workers of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary, an Italian pontifical institute founded in 
the late 19th century with the primary aposto-
lates of teaching and medical care, and present 

in Washington since 1954.  
Byrne entered formation with the Little 

Workers in 2002, and professed her first vows 
in 2004. While in formation, she was still a 
member of the Army Reserve, and was de-
ployed three times. After a deployment to Af-
ghanistan in 2008, her order requested that she 
retire from the military, which she did in 2009, 
before professing her final vows in 2011. 

Bryne is scheduled to speak on day three 
of the Republican convention and Trump has 
praised her work in the military and medical 
fields in the past. In his July 4, 2019, address 
called the “Salute to America,” the president 
featured a reference to Byrne. 

According to a profile from the GIVEN 
Institute, she is presently the superior of the 
Washington house of the Little Workers, and 
works at a medical clinic. — CNA

Sister, soldier, surgeon, speaker: Catholic nun addresses 
Republican convention

Sr. Deirdre “Dede” Byrne, POSC

VATICAN: Members of the public will be 
able to attend Pope Francis’ general audi-
ences again from Sept 2, after an almost six-
month absence due to the coronavirus crisis.

The Prefecture of the Papal Household 
announced Aug 26 that the Pope’s general 
audience next Wednesday would take place 
“with the presence of the faithful.”

It said that audiences would be held in 
the San Damaso Courtyard of the Apostolic 
Palace throughout September, following ad-
vice from authorities seeking to restrict the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

General audiences are usually held in ei-
ther St Peter’s Square or the Paul VI Audi-
ence Hall. But when the pandemic struck 
Italy in March, the Pope transferred his gen-
eral audiences to the library of the Apostolic 
Palace, where they took place without pub-
lic access.  

The first livestreamed general audience 
from the library took place March 11.

The Holy See press office said that the de-
cision was “necessary in order to avoid the 
risk of the spread of COVID-19 due to the 
gathering of people during security controls 
for access to the square, as requested by the 
Italian authorities.”

The Prefecture noted that general audi-
ences in September would start at 9.30am 
local time and would be “open to all those 
who wish to attend, without the need for 
tickets.” 

Those attending will be admitted to the 
courtyard from 7.30 a.m. via the Bronze 
Doors, located under the right-hand colon-
nade in St Peter’s Square.

Italy has reported 261,174 cases of COV-
ID-19 and 35,445 related deaths as of Aug 
26, according to the Johns Hopkins Corona-
virus Resource Centre. — CNA

Pope Francis to 
resume general 
audiences with 
the publicFrom 1 September to 4 October, Christians 

all over the world celebrate the Season of 
Creation, as well as the Day of Creation on 
1 September. Following the tradition from 
previous years, in CEC and CCEE, we have 
taken advantage of this occasion and have 
encouraged our Member Churches in Eu-
rope to acknowledge these days to celebrate 
the richness of our faith as an expression to 
protect our common home.

The values of Season of Creation go back 
to the roots of the Christian faith. Creation 
is a gift of God for mankind and for all liv-
ing beings. It is therefore our responsibility 
to protect it as good and reliable stewards, 
and as faithful servants of God. “The earth is 
the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and 
those who live in it,” (Psalm 24:1).

Pope Francis, in the encyclical Laudato 
Si’, emphasised that “the urgent challenge 
to protect our common home includes a 
concern to bring the whole human family 
together to seek a sustainable and integral 
development.” At the same time, he strongly 
appealed “for a new dialogue about how we 
are shaping the future of our planet. We need 
a conversation which includes everyone, 
since the environmental challenge we are 
undergoing, and its human roots, concerns 
and affect us all.”

Similarly, one of the significant theologi-
ans of our era, Jurgen Moltmann, has made 
it clear that “today the theological adversary 
is the nihilism practiced in our dealings with 
nature” and called for “a discernment of 
God’s presence in creation through his Holy 
Spirit,” a discernment that “can bring men 
and women to reconciliation and peace with 
nature.”

Celebrating the Day of Creation and the 
Season of Creation has a significant ecu-
menical dimension. While celebrating these 

days, we look back and give thanks for the 
proposal of the late Ecumenical Patriarch 
Dimitrios I in 1989. Since that time, the idea 
of the Season of Creation and its ecumenical 
spirit has been further confirmed by the Eu-
ropean Ecumenical Assemblies organised 
jointly by CEC and CCEE in Basel 1989, 
Graz 1997 and Sibiu 2007.

This year, the COVID-19 pandemic re-
vealed how deeply the globe is intercon-
nected. We realised more than ever that 
we are not isolated from each other and 
that conditions related to human health and 
well-being are fragile. Impact of the pan-
demic forces us to take seriously the need 
for vigilance and the need for conditions of 
sustainable life throughout the earth. This is 
even more important when considering the 
environmental devastation and the threat of 
climate change.

We invite you to celebrate the Season of 
Creation this year under the heading of Ju-
bilee for the Earth. The concept of Jubilee is 
rooted in the Bible and emphasises that there 
must exist a just and sustainable balance be-
tween social, economic and ecological reali-
ties. The lesson from the biblical concept of 
jubilee points us towards the need to restore 
balance in the very systems of life, affirming 
the need for equality, justice and sustainabil-
ity and confirming the need for a prophetic 
voice in defence of our common home.

We invite all of the shepherds and Euro-
pean Christians, the parishes, church com-
munities and every person of good will to 
pay attention to the Season of Creation and 
to live it with an ecumenical spirit, united in 
prayer and action.

Rev Christian Krieger, Cardinal Angelo 
Bagnasco, President of CEC President of 
CCEE


